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Executive Summary  
 
From the outset, outreach and education were identified as essential elements of the Implements of 
Husbandry Study (IoH) Group’s work.  A subcommittee was established for that goal alone.  Upon 
completion of the proposed recommendations of Phase II study, the group announced five town hall 
meetings (Madison, Stratford, Cashton, Green Bay and Chippewa Falls) to be held the last two weeks of 
August and the first week of September.  The meetings were intended to: 

• Get reaction to the Phase II recommendations. 
• Provide education regarding the current Wisconsin laws governing the use of agricultural 

equipment on roadways. 
• Obtain information about the agricultural equipment fleet in operation in the state. Information 

regarding the true size and numbers of equipment already in use by Wisconsin farmers had 
proved very difficult to obtain through any official channels. We also wanted to obtain information 
from local officials regarding the recommendation to require written authorizations for equipment 
that exceeded the recommended size and weight envelope. 

The intent was to solicit feedback, analyze responses and then reconvene the IoH Study Group to make 
final recommendations that would be advanced to the legislature. 

Attendance at the meetings exceeded expectations. The meeting in Green Bay had to be moved to 
accommodate all participants. Based on interest, a sixth town hall meeting was added in Belmont on Sept 
4.  In all, over 1,200 farmers, local highway superintendents, custom operators, elected officials and 
interested citizens attended the six meetings.  More than half of the attendees indicated they were 
farmers and custom operators and a quarter of the town hall attendees were elected officials. 

Outreach 

The Wisconsin Department of Transportation Office of Public Affairs coordinated news release efforts with 
the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection to ensure coverage by both the 
mainstream and agricultural media.  The meeting notifications were also shared with the members of the 
study group, many of them advocacy groups with large constituency. This enabled direct communication 
with interested stakeholders. The main message was that the study group was soliciting feedback on their 
initial recommendations. 

The town hall meetings received excellent statewide coverage through newspaper, radio and television. In 
addition to announcing the meetings, reporters attended meetings and again emphasized that the group 
was inviting feedback. 

Feedback mechanisms 

Polling was built into the IoH Town Hall PowerPoint presentation to gauge audience make-up and their 
knowledge of the law, and to obtain fleet details.  
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A survey was developed and distributed at the town hall meetings. It was also posted online on the new 
Agricultural Vehicles and Equipment webpage (http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/business/ag/index.htm), 
allowing anyone who could not attend a meeting to easily provide feedback.  

A dedicated email box – IoHStudyFeedback@dot.wi.gov - was also established.  The number of responses 
received from farmers was sufficient to provide statistically significant results.  

Awareness of current law 

Most participants in the town hall meetings were aware that there was a maximum per axle weight limit for 
IoH, with almost 60 percent choosing the correct answer of 20,000 pounds. Twenty-two percent of all 
attendees answered there was no limit. Green Bay had the largest percentage of people who answered no limit 
at 36 percent. The majority of attendees (80%) knew there was a gross vehicle weight of 80,000 pounds. Yet 
almost half of the participants (51%) responded they did not know the gross vehicle weight of the largest piece 
of equipment that they use on the road. 

Information of current WI agricultural fleet 

The IoH Study Group was unable to obtain quantitative information regarding the equipment used by today’s 
Wisconsin farmer. Information gathered during the town halls and from the surveys was enlightening. Almost 
75 percent of the participants of the town halls indicated they had at least one piece of equipment that 
exceeded the IoH study group’s recommendations for envelope size (13’6” Height; 17’ Width; 60’/100’/70’ 
Length) and weight limits (23,000 per axle/92,000 lbs. gross vehicle weight).  

The surveys provided more detailed information. Half of respondents had equipment that exceeded 13’6” in 
height.  Half of the farmers who had equipment over 15 feet in width, indicated they had equipment that was 
greater than 19 feet wide. A little more than half (55%) knew the individual axle weight and gross vehicle 
weight of their largest piece of equipment used on the road and 33 percent indicated that they had an IoH that 
exceeded 23,000 pounds in individual axle weight or had a gross vehicle weight greater than 92,000 pounds. 
Again, three-quarters (76%) of respondents indicated they had vehicles that would exceed the recommended 
size and weight limits. 

At the town hall meetings several attendees provided negative feedback regarding the recommended 
requirement that the operator of any large IoH be at least 18 years old. Two-thirds of the survey respondents 
said it would create problems for their operation, with one-third indicating it would be manageable.  Of those 
saying it would create problems, about one-half indicated the requirement would have a significant negative 
impact. 

Written Authorization 

Less than 20 percent of local officials indicated that they currently issue written authorization for oversize or 
overweight farm machinery. Over 70 percent indicated they would be able to issue annual written 
authorizations in a timely manner if authorized to do so.  

 

http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/business/ag/index.htm
mailto:IoHStudyFeedback@dot.wi.gov
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This information was distributed to the IoH Study Group before its final meeting on September 12. Based on 
the feedback the group chose to temper their final recommendations (page 7) so as not to unfairly create an 
economic disadvantage to Wisconsin farmers.  

The group agreed that they had been successful in creating awareness of the challenging issues that have been 
created by the oversize and overweight agricultural equipment in use on today’s roads.  

There was also consensus that this is an issue that must be advanced to the national level for substantive 
changes. Tomorrow’s solutions must involve agricultural equipment manufacturers, who have indicated they 
have an interest in developing international or national standards. 
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Final Recommendations 
 
Final Recommendations:  This Phase II Addendum Report does not explicitly establish statutory language; 
rather, provides guidance through a series of recommendations suggested by the IoH Study Group to 
update and reflect current agricultural operations in Wisconsin law. The IoH Study Group, by a vote of its 
members, and   while noting additional comments and areas where consensus did not exist, offers the 
following recommendations: 
 
Clarify the IoH Definition: 
 

• Create a clearer, simpler definition of IoH to reflect today’s agricultural equipment.  
• All IoH will be exempt from registration.  

Example Draft Language:  Implement of husbandry” means a self‐propelled or towed vehicle 
manufactured, designed, or reconstructed to be used exclusively in the conduct of agricultural operations 
and its primary purpose is for off‐highway use. An “implement of husbandry” includes a farm tractor, 
self‐propelled application‐type vehicles (such as a combine, self propelled forage harvester, or self 
propelled fertilizer application implement), farm wagon, farm trailer, or trailer adapted to tow or pull 
another implement of husbandry, or any substantially similar equipment used to transport agricultural 
products necessary for agricultural production.   

IoH-CMV Definition: 

• Commercial motor vehicles (CMVs) used exclusively for agricultural operations are defined as an 
“IoH-CMV.”  

• A self-certification process will be developed and made available for IoH-CMVs.  

Example Draft Language:  An “implement of husbandry – commercial motor vehicle,” or “IoH-CMV” means 
a reconstructed or principally designed and manufactured vehicle similar to other highway-use vehicles to 
be used exclusively in the conduct of agricultural operations and its primary purpose is for off-highway 
use is considered to be an implement of husbandry. The term “reconstructed” as used in this subsection 
means materially altered from the original construction by the removal, addition, or substitution of 
essential parts, new or used for agricultural purposes. A commercial motor vehicle – implement of 
husbandry designed for agricultural purposes and used, even temporarily, for non-agricultural purposes 
shall not be considered an implement of husbandry.  An implement of husbandry – commercial motor 
vehicle is a type of vehicle subject to regulations that are different than an implement of husbandry that is 
not an IoH- commercial motor vehicle.  
 
 
Create size limits or an “envelope” for IoH: 
 
Width envelope:   

• No width limit for IoH, however if IoH is wide enough that it crosses over the centerline of the 
roadway during operation then lights and markings are required.  This requirement applies the 
lighting and marking standards of ASAE S279 (American Society of Agricultural Engineers) to all 
IoH  (new and those in currently in service, including those purchased used) that operate across 
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the center line of a public roadway (the centerline of the roadway need not be marked by painted 
lines for the requirement to apply).  Lighting and markings must be visible to traffic bi-
directionally.   

 
Notation:  A majority of the IoH Study Group consented with the final width recommendation, but a 
couple IoH Study Group members stated additional feedback was needed from their membership 
affiliations.  

 
• Width of IoH CMV – 10’ (feet).  This expanded width allowance is recommended as the maximum 

envelope for width of these vehicles and is inclusive of any protrusions for chutes, levers, controls, 
wider wheel gauge and for flotation tires or other configurations to serve the design or conversion 
to an IoH-CMV.    

 
Notation:  A majority of the IoH Study Group consented with the final width recommendation, with an 
understanding that certain self-propelled fertilizer applicators were most appropriately categorized as 
IoH (category 2) rather than IoH-CMV; a maximum width dimension for that specific type of self 
propelled IoH may be necessary to avoid unintended consequences of allowing greater widths for this 
type of equipment.  As with the first width recommendation, some IoH Study Group members stated 
additional feedback was needed from their membership affiliations.  

 
Height envelope:  
 

• No height limit, however the IoH operator remains responsible for ensuring safe clearance of any 
overhead obstructions.    

 
Length envelope:  
 

• 60’ (feet) for a single IoH and 100’ (feet) for combinations of two IoH.  For combinations of three 
IoH the limit is 70’ (feet), but a three IoH combination may operate at lengths exceeding 70’ (feet) 
to a limit of 100’ (feet) at a speed no greater than 20 miles per hour (mph). 

 
Notation:  There was a majority of IoH Study Group members that supported allowing combinations of 
three IoH to operate from 70’ (feet) up to 100’ (feet) at a reduced speed (20 mph), but a few IoH Study 
Group members, including WisDOT, declined to support this provision without additional research on 
operational impacts including braking and connection requirement, and concerns about affects on safe 
operations.  

 
IoH Weight:  
 
IoH is given an expanded 15% weight allowance over the limits as established by the Federal Bridge 
Formula, except where posted and during periods of spring thaw. This equates to a maximum single axle 
weight of 23,000 pounds and a maximum gross vehicle weight of 92,000 pounds. A new IoH weight table 
will be created to (e.g. 348.30 reflect the 15% allowance based on gross vehicle weight, axle weight and 
spacing.  
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Written Authorization:   
 
Written authorization to exceed weight limits may be requested on an annual basis from the maintaining 
authority of the roadways. Written authorizations may only be granted when: 

• A travel or route plan for the IoH is submitted.  
• Additional conditions may be set by each maintaining authority (local or state) for the roadway on 

which the IoH is operating within the context of the written authorization.  
• IoH vehicles operating in excess of the 15% allowance will be fined for the amount in excess of 

standard gross motor vehicle weight or individual axle weight.  

Notation:  While half of the IoH Study Group supported this recommendation, the other half did not 
take a position on this issue. Concern centered on the logistics of obtaining authorization from multiple 
jurisdictions. Forty percent of farmers and custom operators who responded to the survey said they 
travel on roadways in four or more municipalities. 

This recommendation was advanced as a mechanism to foster communication between local officials 
and IoH operators. Local officials repeatedly expressed their concern over the operation of overweight 
equipment on roads under their jurisdiction. Local officials felt strongly that they had to retain the 
authority to control use of their roadways to preserve the public investment and provide safe roads for 
all users. Written authorization would provide a means for overweight IoH to still operate on Wisconsin 
roadways. 

Support for Best Practices:  

• Support exploration of best practices to assist in reducing the wear of roadways and structures.  This 
includes supporting the development of emerging innovations and best practices in manure 
management.  

o Propose statutory changes that also provide authority for longitudinal accommodation. Create 
broad authority to issue permits to accommodate pipelines for liquid manure/nutrients 
including longitudinally in right of way when need is demonstrated, under specific conditions.  

 
Age of Operator Requirements:  

 
• Age requirements are to remain as presently allowed in statute, however, provide an option for 

advanced training for operating an oversize/overweight IoH.  

Ongoing IoH Study Group:  Establish a standing IoH Study Group under the direction of the WisDOT 
Secretary with participation of DATCP to bring together stakeholders affected by issues related to 
transportation and agriculture. The forum will focus on encouraging broad stakeholder participation to 
address transportation needs and impacts related to agriculture.  
 
Remaining Issues for Review:  The following issues will be addressed in future reports: 
 

• Use of “tracked” IoH 
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• Ability to cite vehicles for passing on a double-yellow line; consider provision for reporting unsafe 
passing  

• Slow Moving Vehicle (SMV) emblems  
• Education & Outreach 
• Hours of Operation (night time and weekend restrictions) 
• Semi vs. Straight Truck (regulations differ based on type of operation) 
• Regional and National standards [Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)/American Association 

of State Highway Traffic Officials (AASHTO)] for envelope of IoH  
• Public service announcements and marketing of traffic safety messages and driver awareness of 

agricultural equipment operations on roadways  during planting and harvest seasons  
• Expansion of driver’s education courses and/or materials to include more on vehicle/IOH 

interactions 
• Opportunities to encourage national or international standards for agricultural equipment that 

recognize limitations of public roadways to accommodate large and heavy vehicles and that may 
assist in promoting engineering solutions to the weight and other challenges for safe roadway 
operation   
 

Engineering Research Needs: 

Within the tight timeframe of the study, the engineers were able to study the magnitude, repetitions and 
spacing of axle weights of vehicles and the effects of pavements and structures. Studies by Iowa and 
Minnesota Department of Transportation have produced similar findings in respect to damage and 
reduced lifecycles. The engineering analysis recommended by the engineering sub-group is preliminary 
and some additional research is still needed. The additional research needs include:  
 

• Distribution factors related to specific  types of IoH equipment to be used in the analysis of 
bridges;  

• Impact factors related to IoH type equipment to be used in the analysis of bridges;  
• Design code provisions for the inclusion of the effects of IoH on the design of new structures;  
• Methods to retrofit existing structures that were designed with lower load configurations or have 

experience deterioration that has reduced the load capacity of the structure below the needs of 
IoH equipment; and 

• Differential impacts of floatation tires.  
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Appendix A: Survey Results 



Implements of Husbandry - Survey Results (Overall)

Last Updated:  09/11/2013 532

FARMER/CUSTOM OPERATOR SECTION Total: 364

ANSWER: PERCENTAGE:

A) Farmer 242 68

B) Custom Operator 15 4

C)  Both a Farmer & Custom Operator 101 28

Total 358 100

A)  Less than a mile 15 4

B)  Between one mile and two miles 28 8

C)  Between two miles and three miles 53 15

D)  Greater than five miles 267 73

Total 363 100

A)  One 86 25

B)  Two 67 20

C)  Three 54 15

D) Four or more 141 40

Total 348 100

A)  Yes 307 85

B)  No 56 15

Total 363 100

A)  16 feet 19 6

B)  17 feet 44 14

C)  18 feet 91 30

D)  Greater than 19 feet 153 50

Total 307 100

A)  Yes 247 70

B)  No 111 30

Total 358 100

A)  18 feet 97 40

B)  Greater than 19 feet 150 60

Total 247 100

A)  Yes 190 53

B)  No 171 47

Total 361 100

A)  14 feet 59 30

B)  15 feet 63 34

C)  16 feet 39 20

D)  Greater than 17 feet 31 16

Total 192 100

Confidence Level:  99% - Confidence Interval:  +/- 7% - Population:  76,800 - Sample:  338

Total Surveys: 

7.  If you answered "Yes" to question six, what is the maximum width of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?

8.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, etc.) that 

when in transport on the road exceeds 13 feet/6 inches in height? 

9.  If you answered "Yes" to question eight, what is the maximum height of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?

6.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, etc.) that 

when in transport on the road exceeds 17 feet in width? 

1.  How do you describe yourself?  (Please check the one option that describes you)

2.  What is the furthest distance (approximation) you travel on the roadway with your tractor or other implement of husbandry (IoH) 

from your farming operation?

3.  How many municipalities do you have to travel through on the roadway with your tractor or other implement of husbandry (IoH) to 

reach your furthest farming operation?

4.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, etc.) that 

when in transport on the road exceeds 15 feet in width? 

5.  If you answered "Yes" to question four, what is the maximum width of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?



A)  Yes 110 31

B)  No 248 69

Total 358 100

A)  60 feet to 65 feet 26 23

B)  65 feet to 70 feet 35 32

C)  70 feet to 75 feet 24 20

D)  Greater than 75 feet 27 25

Total 112 100

A)  Yes 152 43

B)  No 202 57

Total 354 100

A)  Yes 197 55

B)  No 162 45

Total 359 100

A)  Yes 112 33

B)  No 231 67

Total 343 100

A)  Yes 155 46

B)  No 180 54

Total 335 100

A)  Zero 82 24

B)  One to Three 122 34

C)  Four to Five 54 15

D)  More than Five 94 27

Total 352 100

A)  Yes, but manageable 116 35

B)  Yes, with significant impact 115 33

C)  No 109 32

Total 340 100

LOCAL OFFICIALS SECTION: Total: 168

A)  Non-elected or Elected Local Government Official 132 82

B)  Other (Citizen-non-farmer/custom operator, Law Enforcement Personnel, etc.) 29 18

Total 161 100

A)  Yes 26 18

2.  For Local Officials:  Do you currently issue written authorization (permits) for oversize or overweight farm machinery? (Both private 

and for hire entities)

13.  Do you know the individual axle weight and gross vehicle weight of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH) that you use on the 

road?  

14.  Do you own or operate any implement of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting 

equipment, etc.) UNLOADED that exceeds 23,000 lbs. on a single axle or has a gross vehicle weight greater than 92,000 lbs.?

15.  Do you own or operate any implement of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planning 

equipment, etc.) LOADED that exceeds 23,000 lbs. on a single axle or has a gross vehicle weight greater than 92,000 lbs.? 

16.  Per the IoH Phase II Report Recommendations, written authorization must be obtained if an implement of husbandry (tractor, 

combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, etc.) exceeds 17 feet in width, 13 feet/6 inches in height, 60 feet 

in length (single IoH)/100 feet in length (combination of two IoH)/70 feet in length (combinations of three IoH) and/or exceeds 23,000 

lbs. on a single axle or is in excess of a gross vehicle weight of 92,000 lbs.  How many pieces of your equipment will require written 

authority to operate on the roadway? 

17.  Would a requirement for the IoH driver to hold a valid WI driver’s license and be a minimum of 18 years old when operating IoH 

that is greater than 15 feet in width and/or requires a written authorization create problems for your operation?  

1.  How do you describe yourself?  (Please circle the one option that best describes you)

10.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, etc.) 

greater than 60 feet in length (single vehicle/equipment length)? 

11.  If you answered "Yes" to question ten, what is the maximum length of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?

12.  Do you operate any commercial motor vehicles designed and used exclusively for farming operations and used principally off the 

highway?



B)  No 121 82

Total 147 100

A)  Zero (0) 106 78

B)  One to Five (1 to 5) 14 10

C)  Five to Ten (5 to 10) 10 7

D)  Ten or Greater (10+) 5 5

Total 135 100

A)  Yes 89 72

B)  No 35 28

Total 124 100

Comments (Farmer/Custom Operator) Please see each tab for detailed comments. 

Total 114

Comments (Local Officials) Please see each tab for detailed comments. 

Total 30

See the website - http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/business/ag/index.htm - for individual Town Hall results

3.  For Local Officials:  On average how many written authorizations (permits) do you issue on an annual basis for oversize or 

overweight farm machinery? (Both private and for hire entities)

4.  For Local Officials:  If written authorization (permits) are authorized on an annual basis, will you or your staff be able to issue 

written authorization (permits) in a timely manner? 



Implements of Husbandry - Survey Results (Madison TH)

Last Updated:  08/30/2013 64

FARMER/CUSTOM OPERATOR SECTION Total: 51

ANSWER: PERCENTAGE:

A) Farmer 31 61

B) Custom Operator 1 1

C)  Both a Farmer & Custom Operator 19 38

Total 51 100

A)  Less than a mile 0 0

B)  Between one mile and two miles 2 4

C)  Between two miles and three miles 5 10

D)  Greater than five miles 44 86

Total 51 100

A)  One 6 13

B)  Two 10 20

C)  Three 4 8

D) Four or more 29 59

Total 49 100

A)  Yes 48 94

B)  No 3 6

Total 51 100

A)  16 feet 5 12

B)  17 feet 2 4

C)  18 feet 15 29

D)  Greater than 19 feet 27 55

Total 49 100

A)  Yes 41 84

B)  No 8 16

Total 49 100

A)  18 feet 14 43

B)  Greater than 19 feet 28 57

Total 42 100

A)  Yes 32 64

B)  No 18 36

Total 50 100

A)  14 feet 9 26

B)  15 feet 13 38

C)  16 feet 10 29

D)  Greater than 17 feet 2 10

Total Surveys:

1.  How do you describe yourself?  (Please check the one option that describes you)

2.  What is the furthest distance (approximation) you travel on the roadway with your tractor or other implement of 

husbandry (IoH) from your farming operation?

3.  How many municipalities do you have to travel through on the roadway with your tractor or other implement of 

husbandry (IoH) to reach your furthest farming operation?

4.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, 

etc.) that when in transport on the road exceeds 15 feet in width? 

5.  If you answered "Yes" to question four, what is the maximum width of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?

6.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, 

etc.) that when in transport on the road exceeds 17 feet in width? 

7.  If you answered "Yes" to question six, what is the maximum width of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?

8.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, 

etc.) that when in transport on the road exceeds 13 feet/6 inches in height? 

9.  If you answered "Yes" to question eight, what is the maximum height of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?



Total 34 100

A)  Yes 18 37

B)  No 31 63

Total 49 100

A)  60 feet to 65 feet 6 33

B)  65 feet to 70 feet 5 28

C)  70 feet to 75 feet 4 22

D)  Greater than 75 feet 3 17

Total 18 100

A)  Yes 10 20

B)  No 39 80

Total 49 100

A)  Yes 27 54

B)  No 23 46

Total 50 100

A)  Yes 19 39

B)  No 30 61

Total 49 100

A)  Yes 28 61

B)  No 18 39

Total 46 100

A)  Zero 6 13

B)  One to Three 16 31

C)  Four to Five 13 25

D)  More than Five 16 31

Total 51 100

A)  Yes, but manageable 18 36

B)  Yes, with significant impact 21 42

C)  No 11 22

Total 50 100

LOCAL OFFICIALS SECTION: Total: 13

A)  Non-elected or Elected Local Government Official 10 77

B)  Other (Citizen-non-farmer/custom operator, Law Enforcement Personnel, etc.) 3 23

13.  Do you know the individual axle weight and gross vehicle weight of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH) that you 

use on the road?  

14.  Do you own or operate any implement of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting 

equipment, etc.) UNLOADED that exceeds 23,000 lbs. on a single axle or has a gross vehicle weight greater than 92,000 

lbs.?

15.  Do you own or operate any implement of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planning 

equipment, etc.) LOADED that exceeds 23,000 lbs. on a single axle or has a gross vehicle weight greater than 92,000 lbs.? 

16.  Per the IoH Phase II Report Recommendations, written authorization must be obtained if an implement of husbandry 

(tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, etc.) exceeds 17 feet in width, 13 feet/6 

inches in height, 60 feet in length (single IoH)/100 feet in length (combination of two IoH)/70 feet in length (combinations of 

three IoH) and/or exceeds 23,000 lbs. on a single axle or is in excess of a gross vehicle weight of 92,000 lbs.  How many 

pieces of your equipment will require written authority to operate on the roadway? 

17.  Would a requirement for the IoH driver to hold a valid WI driver’s license and be a minimum of 18 years old when 

operating IoH that is greater than 15 feet in width and/or requires a written authorization create problems for your 

operation?  

1.  How do you describe yourself?  (Please circle the one option that best describes you)

12.  Do you operate any commercial motor vehicles designed and used exclusively for farming operations and used 

principally off the highway?

10.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting 

equipment, etc.) greater than 60 feet in length (single vehicle/equipment length)? 

11.  If you answered "Yes" to question ten, what is the maximum length of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?



Total 13 100

A)  Yes 0 0

B)  No 11 100

Total 11 100

A)  Zero (0) 9 100

B)  One to Five (1 to 5) 0 0

C)  Five to Ten (5 to 10) 0 0

D)  Ten or Greater (10+) 0 0

Total 9 100

A)  Yes 5 71

B)  No 2 29

Total 7 100

Comments (Farmer/Custom Operator)

1) Future Family/Employees for Question 17? 

2) In the event of having to bring a piece of equipment to a dealer for service, I wouldn't know all the different 

agencies I would have to contact to be in compliance.  Unhooking the header on a combine multiple times per day

would be a major safety concern. 

3) You have underestimated the size of the equipment currently on the road today.  20-24' width would be much 

more acceptable.  18' equipment has been the standard for 20+ years. 

4) More rules, more laws, more law breakers. 

5) We as farmers need to respect the roads.  Not only farmers use them or paid for them.  

6) Curbing concentrated farming operations (CAFO), would reduce rural road destruction.  Concentrated equals

 concentrated traffic equals overtraweled (sp.) and abused roads.  State and Federal Governments have dragged ass

for the last 50 years.  Instead of holding back agriculture, push the governments. 

7) Height and width restrictions would be an issue.  I worry that each town we pass (4 in all) may implement rules 

differently.  Plus we farm on town, county, and state roads and have 13 different farm sites. 

8) Permits?  I'm a farmer who operates in four counties.  What about tracks? 

9) The future of agriculture in Wisconsin will be affected by this.  Please do not over control.  Educate urban and 

city folks. 

10) The common driver needs to be educated on equipment being on the road.  There needs to be more signs telling 

drivers that we are there.  Something to think about:  do you eat and have clothes than leave us alone. 

11) The US wants cheap food, farmers can not pass on their cost like souerment (misspelled?).  The utilities companies

should be responsible for any wires caslow (misspelled?).  Put them higher why do we having tractor safety in 

kinds can't drive there parents equipment.  People should learn to drive.  Not on cell phone and texting.  No farms,

no food.  People will be hungry in this country.  Drivers should be ware farmers have rights to the road and should

know what SMV signs stand for.  This will hurt all farmers small and significant - tired and the mercury mark (?).  

This will kill farmers and slowly PD will that state.  

12) The process of obtaining written permission would be very difficult.  Tracking down the right people would take

considerable time and effort.  I have no extra time to be looking for the correct people to get permits to do my

job in a timely manner.  When the sun is shining, I need to get work done, not get permitted. 

2.  For Local Officials:  Do you currently issue written authorization (permits) for oversize or overweight farm machinery? 

(Both private and for hire entities)

3.  For Local Officials:  On average how many written authorizations (permits) do you issue on an annual basis for oversize 

or overweight farm machinery? (Both private and for hire entities)

4.  For Local Officials:  If written authorization (permits) are authorized on an annual basis, will you or your staff be able to 

issue written authorization (permits) in a timely manner? 



13) The process of written permission with a route makes no sense.  Routes are changing hourly and can not be 

anticipated ahead.  DO NOT let this IOH CMV law fall on the farmer.  Lets get the equipment manufacturers to 

size the equipment appropriately. 

14) I think width should be 22 feet.  I think drivers need to be educated more about IoH. 

15) Width needs to go up to 22 feet.  Farmers need to yield.  I agree with weight limits.  Motorists need to learn about

SMV operations. 

16) These recommendations would causes a lot of problems for farmers that at this time are not causing problems

for other people. 

17) As a town chair our current town road budget is not enough to maintain roads at current standards, raise the

standards and costs will go up at the local level. 

18) We are solving one problem and creating multiple other with multiple safety hazards.  More accidents will 

happen with those rules. 

19) What about the other people using the roads that block traffic and don't pay any tax or fee for the roads. 

20) Motorists need to slow down.  They don't know what a SMV sign is.  Bicycles don't abide by any of the laws of the 

road. 

Total 20 comments from 51 surveys. 

Comments (Local Officials)

1) Part time local town officials all have full time other employment.  We are not around to answer the phone to 

issue permits.   Permits are going to be a problem.  

2) Since these are unlicensed vehicles, there is no contribution (earmarked) to offset costs of wear and tear.  As it is, 

road aids only cover 40% of our highway construction/repair costs.  Rest comes from GPR which is limited by 

use value assessment law. 

3) We just need farmers and custom operators to work with us.  We have allowed travel on the roads with spring

time load limits.  Farmers and others with weight problems just need to talk to us.  All of these allowable 

weight limits assumes that our roads are never and in good repair.  Many of our rural roads can not handle the 

weight or the repetitions.  We know how to build the roads, just need lots of dollars. 

Total 3 comments from 13 surveys. 



Implements of Husbandry - Survey Results (Stratford TH)

Last Updated:  08/30/2013 65

FARMER/CUSTOM OPERATOR SECTION Total:  38

ANSWER: PERCENTAGE:

A) Farmer 27 71

B) Custom Operator 0 0

C)  Both a Farmer & Custom Operator 11 29

Total 38 100

A)  Less than a mile 3 8

B)  Between one mile and two miles 7 18

C)  Between two miles and three miles 6 16

D)  Greater than five miles 22 58

Total 38 100

A)  One 14 38

B)  Two 8 22

C)  Three 4 11

D) Four or more 11 29

Total 37 100

A)  Yes 26 68

B)  No 12 32

Total 38 100

A)  16 feet 1 4

B)  17 feet 9 35

C)  18 feet 4 15

D)  Greater than 19 feet 12 46

Total 26 100

A)  Yes 16 42

B)  No 22 58

Total 38 100

A)  18 feet 4 25

B)  Greater than 19 feet 12 75

Total 16 100

A)  Yes 15 39

B)  No 23 61

Total 38 100

A)  14 feet 2 14

B)  15 feet 5 33

C)  16 feet 3 20

D)  Greater than 17 feet 5 33

Total Surveys:

1.  How do you describe yourself?  (Please check the one option that describes you)

2.  What is the furthest distance (approximation) you travel on the roadway with your tractor or other implement of 

husbandry (IoH) from your farming operation?

3.  How many municipalities do you have to travel through on the roadway with your tractor or other implement of 

husbandry (IoH) to reach your furthest farming operation?

4.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, 

etc.) that when in transport on the road exceeds 15 feet in width? 

5.  If you answered "Yes" to question four, what is the maximum width of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?

6.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, 

etc.) that when in transport on the road exceeds 17 feet in width? 

7.  If you answered "Yes" to question six, what is the maximum width of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?

8.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, 

etc.) that when in transport on the road exceeds 13 feet/6 inches in height? 

9.  If you answered "Yes" to question eight, what is the maximum height of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?



Total 15 100

A)  Yes 8 21

B)  No 30 79

Total 38 100

A)  60 feet to 65 feet 2 25

B)  65 feet to 70 feet 2 25

C)  70 feet to 75 feet 2 25

D)  Greater than 75 feet 2 25

Total 8 100

A)  Yes 14 38

B)  No 23 62

Total 37 100

A)  Yes 20 53

B)  No 18 47

Total 38 100

A)  Yes 10 26

B)  No 28 74

Total 38 100

A)  Yes 11 31

B)  No 25 69

Total 36 100

A)  Zero 20 54

B)  One to Three 13 36

C)  Four to Five 2 5

D)  More than Five 2 5

Total 37 100

A)  Yes, but manageable 8 23

B)  Yes, with significant impact 12 34

C)  No 15 43

Total 35 100

LOCAL OFFICIALS SECTION: Total:  27

A)  Non-elected or Elected Local Government Official 26 100

B)  Other (Citizen-non-farmer/custom operator, Law Enforcement Personnel, etc.) 0 0

13.  Do you know the individual axle weight and gross vehicle weight of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH) that you 

use on the road?  

14.  Do you own or operate any implement of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting 

equipment, etc.) UNLOADED that exceeds 23,000 lbs. on a single axle or has a gross vehicle weight greater than 92,000 

lbs.?

15.  Do you own or operate any implement of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planning 

equipment, etc.) LOADED that exceeds 23,000 lbs. on a single axle or has a gross vehicle weight greater than 92,000 lbs.? 

16.  Per the IoH Phase II Report Recommendations, written authorization must be obtained if an implement of husbandry 

(tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, etc.) exceeds 17 feet in width, 13 feet/6 

inches in height, 60 feet in length (single IoH)/100 feet in length (combination of two IoH)/70 feet in length (combinations 

of three IoH) and/or exceeds 23,000 lbs. on a single axle or is in excess of a gross vehicle weight of 92,000 lbs.  How many 

pieces of your equipment will require written authority to operate on the roadway? 

17.  Would a requirement for the IoH driver to hold a valid WI driver’s license and be a minimum of 18 years old when 

operating IoH that is greater than 15 feet in width and/or requires a written authorization create problems for your 

operation?  

1.  How do you describe yourself?  (Please circle the one option that best describes you)

12.  Do you operate any commercial motor vehicles designed and used exclusively for farming operations and used 

principally off the highway?

10.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting 

equipment, etc.) greater than 60 feet in length (single vehicle/equipment length)? 

11.  If you answered "Yes" to question ten, what is the maximum length of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?



Total 26 100

A)  Yes 12 45

B)  No 15 55

Total 27 100

A)  Zero (0) 13 52

B)  One to Five (1 to 5) 4 16

C)  Five to Ten (5 to 10) 6 24

D)  Ten or Greater (10+) 2 8

Total 25 100

A)  Yes 19 83

B)  No 4 17

Total 23 100

Comments (Farmer/Custom Operator)

1)  Will farmers concerned about weight put small light tractors or equipment to be under the weight limit be a 

safety hazard because weight on a power unit makes it stable. 

2)  Seems like it is a problem with manure hauling, why put more regulation on everyone? 

3)  I agree.  Local town officials have to keep weight off the roads.  They are not built to handle it. 

4)  Don't allow roads already in poor conditions to be damaged more. 

5)  Any IoH that are over 12 ft in width should be permitted because a lot of rural roads are only 22 feet to 24 feet

wide when they meet oncoming traffic.  The IoH has tires.  Hanging over the shoulder of road, the road should

be one way for safety. 

6)  This whole things is a joke to the farmer. 

Total 6 comments from 38 surveys. 

Comments (Local Officials)

1) No weight increase.  Roads take a pounding now.  We do not get additional state money for roads to offset

road repairs. 

2) Make it mandatory for county law enforcement officers to weight any IoH that town officials are suspicious of 

being over weight. 

3) Please don't roads to be damaged because of greed. 

4)  Too many people just want to have no restrictions on what they want to do. 

Total 4 comments from 27 surveys. 

2.  For Local Officials:  Do you currently issue written authorization (permits) for oversize or overweight farm machinery? 

(Both private and for hire entities)

3.  For Local Officials:  On average how many written authorizations (permits) do you issue on an annual basis for oversize 

or overweight farm machinery? (Both private and for hire entities)

4.  For Local Officials:  If written authorization (permits) are authorized on an annual basis, will you or your staff be able to 

issue written authorization (permits) in a timely manner? 



Implements of Husbandry - Survey Results (Cashton TH)

Last Updated:  08/30/2013 29

FARMER/CUSTOM OPERATOR SECTION Total: 23

ANSWER: PERCENTAGE:

A) Farmer 13 57

B) Custom Operator 2 8

C)  Both a Farmer & Custom Operator 8 35

Total 23 100

A)  Less than a mile 1 4

B)  Between one mile and two miles 3 13

C)  Between two miles and three miles 5 22

D)  Greater than five miles 14 61

Total 23 100

A)  One 8 35

B)  Two 4 17

C)  Three 3 13

D) Four or more 8 35

Total 23 100

A)  Yes 17 74

B)  No 6 26

Total 23 100

A)  16 feet 3 17

B)  17 feet 3 17

C)  18 feet 7 42

D)  Greater than 19 feet 4 24

Total 17 100

A)  Yes 11 50

B)  No 11 50

Total 22 100

A)  18 feet 8 73

B)  Greater than 19 feet 3 27

Total 11 100

A)  Yes 11 48

B)  No 12 52

Total 23 100

A)  14 feet 3 28

B)  15 feet 4 36

C)  16 feet 0 0

Total Surveys:

1.  How do you describe yourself?  (Please check the one option that describes you)

2.  What is the furthest distance (approximation) you travel on the roadway with your tractor or other implement of 

husbandry (IoH) from your farming operation?

3.  How many municipalities do you have to travel through on the roadway with your tractor or other implement of 

husbandry (IoH) to reach your furthest farming operation?

4.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, 

etc.) that when in transport on the road exceeds 15 feet in width? 

5.  If you answered "Yes" to question four, what is the maximum width of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?

6.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, 

etc.) that when in transport on the road exceeds 17 feet in width? 

7.  If you answered "Yes" to question six, what is the maximum width of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?

8.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, 

etc.) that when in transport on the road exceeds 13 feet/6 inches in height? 

9.  If you answered "Yes" to question eight, what is the maximum height of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?



D)  Greater than 17 feet 4 36

Total 11 100

A)  Yes 4 18

B)  No 18 82

Total 22 100

A)  60 feet to 65 feet 1 20

B)  65 feet to 70 feet 2 40

C)  70 feet to 75 feet 1 20

D)  Greater than 75 feet 1 20

Total 5 100

A)  Yes 11 48

B)  No 12 52

Total 23 100

A)  Yes 11 50

B)  No 11 50

Total 22 100

A)  Yes 7 30

B)  No 16 70

Total 23 100

A)  Yes 5 23

B)  No 17 77

Total 22 100

A)  Zero 5 24

B)  One to Three 9 43

C)  Four to Five 3 14

D)  More than Five 4 19

Total 21 100

A)  Yes, but manageable 8 42

B)  Yes, with significant impact 3 16

C)  No 8 42

Total 19 100

LOCAL OFFICIALS SECTION: Total: 6

13.  Do you know the individual axle weight and gross vehicle weight of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH) that you 

use on the road?  

14.  Do you own or operate any implement of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting 

equipment, etc.) UNLOADED that exceeds 23,000 lbs. on a single axle or has a gross vehicle weight greater than 92,000 

lbs.?

15.  Do you own or operate any implement of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planning 

equipment, etc.) LOADED that exceeds 23,000 lbs. on a single axle or has a gross vehicle weight greater than 92,000 lbs.? 

16.  Per the IoH Phase II Report Recommendations, written authorization must be obtained if an implement of husbandry 

(tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, etc.) exceeds 17 feet in width, 13 feet/6 

inches in height, 60 feet in length (single IoH)/100 feet in length (combination of two IoH)/70 feet in length (combinations of 

three IoH) and/or exceeds 23,000 lbs. on a single axle or is in excess of a gross vehicle weight of 92,000 lbs.  How many 

pieces of your equipment will require written authority to operate on the roadway? 

17.  Would a requirement for the IoH driver to hold a valid WI driver’s license and be a minimum of 18 years old when 

operating IoH that is greater than 15 feet in width and/or requires a written authorization create problems for your 

operation?  

1.  How do you describe yourself?  (Please circle the one option that best describes you)

12.  Do you operate any commercial motor vehicles designed and used exclusively for farming operations and used 

principally off the highway?

10.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting 

equipment, etc.) greater than 60 feet in length (single vehicle/equipment length)? 

11.  If you answered "Yes" to question ten, what is the maximum length of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?



A)  Non-elected or Elected Local Government Official 3 50

B)  Other (Citizen-non-farmer/custom operator, Law Enforcement Personnel, etc.) 3 50

Total 6 100

A)  Yes 1 33

B)  No 2 67

Total 3 100

A)  Zero (0) 2 67

B)  One to Five (1 to 5) 1 33

C)  Five to Ten (5 to 10) 0 0

D)  Ten or Greater (10+) 0 0

Total 3 100

A)  Yes 2 67

B)  No 1 33

Total 3 100

Comments (Farmer/Custom Operator)

1)  I am a older semi-retired farmer.  Most incidents on this form do not affect me, however, I have relatives

and neighbors that it is of great concern. 

2)  Change the law to allow operation at night and on weekends.  Is safe for both cars and IoH. 

3)  We need to also deal with the times of operation.  As moving large equipment may be safer at night with 

guide vehicles than during the peak day travel times. 

4) What is considered best practice for town road width?  One township does not want to widen roads.  Thanks

for clearing up registration requirements. 

Total 4 comments from 23 surveys. 

Comments (Local Officials)

1)  Please consider a guideline or training to educate on permit authorization and issuing.  Some type or county 

permit for over width, but local control of weight and bridges. 

2)  Over width season long.  Ag. only permit for sprayers and floaters. 

Total 2 comments from 6 surveys. 

2.  For Local Officials:  Do you currently issue written authorization (permits) for oversize or overweight farm machinery? 

(Both private and for hire entities)

3.  For Local Officials:  On average how many written authorizations (permits) do you issue on an annual basis for oversize 

or overweight farm machinery? (Both private and for hire entities)

4.  For Local Officials:  If written authorization (permits) are authorized on an annual basis, will you or your staff be able to 

issue written authorization (permits) in a timely manner? 



Implements of Husbandry - Survey Results (Green Bay TH)

Last Updated:  08/30/2013 71

FARMER/CUSTOM OPERATOR SECTION Total: 56

ANSWER: PERCENTAGE:

A) Farmer 37 66

B) Custom Operator 1 2

C)  Both a Farmer & Custom Operator 18 32

Total 56 100

A)  Less than a mile 0 0

B)  Between one mile and two miles 4 7

C)  Between two miles and three miles 9 16

D)  Greater than five miles 43 77

Total 56 100

A)  One 11 20

B)  Two 10 18

C)  Three 12 22

D) Four or more 22 40

Total 55 100

A)  Yes 53 95

B)  No 3 5

Total 56 100

A)  16 feet 3 6

B)  17 feet 8 15

C)  18 feet 10 19

D)  Greater than 19 feet 31 60

Total 52 100

A)  Yes 46 82

B)  No 10 18

Total 56 100

A)  18 feet 17 38

B)  Greater than 19 feet 28 62

Total 45 100

A)  Yes 35 63

B)  No 21 37

Total 56 100

A)  14 feet 14 41

B)  15 feet 11 32

C)  16 feet 5 15

Total Surveys:

1.  How do you describe yourself?  (Please check the one option that describes you)

2.  What is the furthest distance (approximation) you travel on the roadway with your tractor or other implement of husbandry 

(IoH) from your farming operation?

3.  How many municipalities do you have to travel through on the roadway with your tractor or other implement of husbandry 

(IoH) to reach your furthest farming operation?

4.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, 

etc.) that when in transport on the road exceeds 15 feet in width? 

5.  If you answered "Yes" to question four, what is the maximum width of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?

6.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, 

etc.) that when in transport on the road exceeds 17 feet in width? 

7.  If you answered "Yes" to question six, what is the maximum width of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?

8.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, 

etc.) that when in transport on the road exceeds 13 feet/6 inches in height? 

9.  If you answered "Yes" to question eight, what is the maximum height of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?



D)  Greater than 17 feet 4 12

Total 34 100

A)  Yes 18 34

B)  No 36 66

Total 54 100

A)  60 feet to 65 feet 5 29

B)  65 feet to 70 feet 9 53

C)  70 feet to 75 feet 2 12

D)  Greater than 75 feet 1 6

Total 17 100

A)  Yes 22 42

B)  No 30 58

Total 52 100

A)  Yes 25 45

B)  No 31 55

Total 56 100

A)  Yes 16 29

B)  No 39 71

Total 55 100

A)  Yes 30 53

B)  No 26 47

Total 56 100

A)  Zero 10 18

B)  One to Three 23 42

C)  Four to Five 10 18

D)  More than Five 12 22

Total 55 100

A)  Yes, but manageable 20 36

B)  Yes, with significant impact 20 36

C)  No 15 28

Total 55 100

LOCAL OFFICIALS SECTION: Total: 15

A)  Non-elected or Elected Local Government Official 11 85

13.  Do you know the individual axle weight and gross vehicle weight of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH) that you 

use on the road?  

14.  Do you own or operate any implement of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting 

equipment, etc.) UNLOADED that exceeds 23,000 lbs. on a single axle or has a gross vehicle weight greater than 92,000 lbs.?

15.  Do you own or operate any implement of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planning 

equipment, etc.) LOADED that exceeds 23,000 lbs. on a single axle or has a gross vehicle weight greater than 92,000 lbs.? 

16.  Per the IoH Phase II Report Recommendations, written authorization must be obtained if an implement of husbandry 

(tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, etc.) exceeds 17 feet in width, 13 feet/6 inches 

in height, 60 feet in length (single IoH)/100 feet in length (combination of two IoH)/70 feet in length (combinations of three 

IoH) and/or exceeds 23,000 lbs. on a single axle or is in excess of a gross vehicle weight of 92,000 lbs.  How many pieces of 

your equipment will require written authority to operate on the roadway? 

17.  Would a requirement for the IoH driver to hold a valid WI driver’s license and be a minimum of 18 years old when 

operating IoH that is greater than 15 feet in width and/or requires a written authorization create problems for your 

operation?  

1.  How do you describe yourself?  (Please circle the one option that best describes you)

12.  Do you operate any commercial motor vehicles designed and used exclusively for farming operations and used principally 

off the highway?

10.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, 

etc.) greater than 60 feet in length (single vehicle/equipment length)? 

11.  If you answered "Yes" to question ten, what is the maximum length of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?



B)  Other (Citizen-non-farmer/custom operator, Law Enforcement Personnel, etc.) 2 15

Total 13 100

A)  Yes 1 8

B)  No 12 92

Total 13 100

A)  Zero (0) 12 92

B)  One to Five (1 to 5) 1 8

C)  Five to Ten (5 to 10) 0 0

D)  Ten or Greater (10+) 0 0

Total 13 100

A)  Yes 6 50

B)  No 6 50

Total 12 100

Comments (Farmer/Custom Operator)

1) Many combines in use measure 17' on the wheels. 

2)  The problem is not large machinery - it is important, impolite motorists who pay no attention to warning

lights and turn signals. 

3)  You should base loads on weight per square inch on the roadway.  An 8 wheel manure tanker pulled with a 

dual wheel farm tractor has a very little foot print.  Cut state construction operator's wages to $25 per hour from 

42, give money to town's for roads. 

4)  Thank you for having these meetings and trying to find a solution. 

5)  Don't understand why permit makes things safe.  Example:  20 ft. combine goes down 22 ft. road - 8 cars behind

if farmer has permit, will they be any happier. 

6)  If there is a weight issue on manure haulers find a happy medium, but don't try to re imemt (sp?) the wheel on the

rest of the IoH equipment for this will cripple the ag. industry in this state and who will enforce the laws and are

we all going to be criminals and do they just want the fine money or permit money. 

7)  Some local authority will be abused.  A state statute will be more effective and fair.  I'm also a town chairman

and I know several in my county who have dealt with this issue differently depending on who it applies to.  

Limit permit fees to $5.00 or $15.00 per year.  Rubber track machines should count as 3 axles. 

8)  Have the weight and width limits with no limits.  IoH CMV looks like a good idea.  Grandfather all IoH vehicles

up to this point. 

9)  I think the loaded weight of IoH's are more of an issue than the length or width of an implement.  Loaded manure

tankers breakup roads and cost municipalities money.  With proper lighting, width and length can be a manageable

issue to deal with.  Educate the general population on safety around farm equipment on roadways. 

10)  Written statement received (see attached). 

11)  Please allow us to possibly use a used squad car or lights equal when moving down the road.  For safety sake - 

I know the police depts. Are busy and under-staffed.  Motorists are not acting in a safe manner. 

12)  Please stay away from permits - They cost farmers and government entities a lot of valuable time and expense,

but do not actually make the travel any safer.  Make new regulations for weight and width without permits. 

2.  For Local Officials:  Do you currently issue written authorization (permits) for oversize or overweight farm machinery? (Both 

private and for hire entities)

3.  For Local Officials:  On average how many written authorizations (permits) do you issue on an annual basis for oversize or 

overweight farm machinery? (Both private and for hire entities)

4.  For Local Officials:  If written authorization (permits) are authorized on an annual basis, will you or your staff be able to 

issue written authorization (permits) in a timely manner? 



13)  Special permits for height and width I don't think are necessary if they are safe and life (sp.) correctly by 

manufacturers.  Weight is the main problem.  

14)  This would be the end of a lot of farmers.  Including me. 

15)  Many pieces of equipment are wide and some are too high. 

16)  22 feet width. 

Total 16 comments from 56 surveys. 

Comments (Local Officials)

1)  We didn't have a count on how many would be needed (permits) at this time. 

2)  A submitted letter from the town of Franklin (see attached). 

Total 2 comments from 15 surveys. 



Implements of Husbandry - Survey Results (Chippewa Falls TH)

Last Updated:  09/04/2013 86

FARMER/CUSTOM OPERATOR SECTION Total:  49

ANSWER: PERCENTAGE:

A) Farmer 33 67

B) Custom Operator 2 4

C)  Both a Farmer & Custom Operator 14 29

Total 49 100

A)  Less than a mile 1 2

B)  Between one mile and two miles 4 8

C)  Between two miles and three miles 8 17

D)  Greater than five miles 35 73

Total 48 100

A)  One 8 17

B)  Two 18 38

C)  Three 8 17

D) Four or more 13 28

Total 47 100

A)  Yes 42 86

B)  No 7 14

Total 49 100

A)  16 feet 1 2

B)  17 feet 2 5

C)  18 feet 15 36

D)  Greater than 19 feet 24 57

Total 42 100

A)  Yes 38 78

B)  No 11 22

Total 49 100

A)  18 feet 11 29

B)  Greater than 19 feet 27 71

Total 38 100

A)  Yes 27 55

B)  No 22 45

Total 49 100

A)  14 feet 9 32

B)  15 feet 5 18

C)  16 feet 7 25

D)  Greater than 17 feet 7 25

Total Surveys:

1.  How do you describe yourself?  (Please check the one option that describes you)

2.  What is the furthest distance (approximation) you travel on the roadway with your tractor or other implement of 

husbandry (IoH) from your farming operation?

3.  How many municipalities do you have to travel through on the roadway with your tractor or other implement of 

husbandry (IoH) to reach your furthest farming operation?

4.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, 

etc.) that when in transport on the road exceeds 15 feet in width? 

5.  If you answered "Yes" to question four, what is the maximum width of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?

6.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, 

etc.) that when in transport on the road exceeds 17 feet in width? 

7.  If you answered "Yes" to question six, what is the maximum width of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?

8.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, 

etc.) that when in transport on the road exceeds 13 feet/6 inches in height? 

9.  If you answered "Yes" to question eight, what is the maximum height of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?



Total 28 100

A)  Yes 21 44

B)  No 27 56

Total 48 100

A)  60 feet to 65 feet 3 13

B)  65 feet to 70 feet 9 41

C)  70 feet to 75 feet 2 10

D)  Greater than 75 feet 8 36

Total 22 100

A)  Yes 30 63

B)  No 18 37

Total 48 100

A)  Yes 36 73

B)  No 13 27

Total 49 100

A)  Yes 19 39

B)  No 30 61

Total 49 100

A)  Yes 20 42

B)  No 28 58

Total 48 100

A)  Zero 12 26

B)  One to Three 12 26

C)  Four to Five 8 18

D)  More than Five 14 30

Total 46 100

A)  Yes, but manageable 23 52

B)  Yes, with significant impact 7 16

C)  No 14 32

Total 44 100

LOCAL OFFICIALS SECTION: Total:  37

A)  Non-elected or Elected Local Government Official 33 92

13.  Do you know the individual axle weight and gross vehicle weight of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH) that you 

use on the road?  

14.  Do you own or operate any implement of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting 

equipment, etc.) UNLOADED that exceeds 23,000 lbs. on a single axle or has a gross vehicle weight greater than 92,000 

lbs.?

15.  Do you own or operate any implement of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planning 

equipment, etc.) LOADED that exceeds 23,000 lbs. on a single axle or has a gross vehicle weight greater than 92,000 lbs.? 

16.  Per the IoH Phase II Report Recommendations, written authorization must be obtained if an implement of husbandry 

(tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, etc.) exceeds 17 feet in width, 13 feet/6 

inches in height, 60 feet in length (single IoH)/100 feet in length (combination of two IoH)/70 feet in length (combinations of 

three IoH) and/or exceeds 23,000 lbs. on a single axle or is in excess of a gross vehicle weight of 92,000 lbs.  How many 

pieces of your equipment will require written authority to operate on the roadway? 

17.  Would a requirement for the IoH driver to hold a valid WI driver’s license and be a minimum of 18 years old when 

operating IoH that is greater than 15 feet in width and/or requires a written authorization create problems for your 

operation?  

1.  How do you describe yourself?  (Please circle the one option that best describes you)

12.  Do you operate any commercial motor vehicles designed and used exclusively for farming operations and used 

principally off the highway?

10.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting 

equipment, etc.) greater than 60 feet in length (single vehicle/equipment length)? 

11.  If you answered "Yes" to question ten, what is the maximum length of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?



B)  Other (Citizen-non-farmer/custom operator, Law Enforcement Personnel, etc.) 3 8

Total 36 100

A)  Yes 5 14

B)  No 30 86

Total 35 100

A)  Zero (0) 25 78

B)  One to Five (1 to 5) 4 13

C)  Five to Ten (5 to 10) 3 9

D)  Ten or Greater (10+) 0 0

Total 32 100

A)  Yes 28 88

B)  No 4 12

Total 32 100

Comments (Farmer/Custom Operator)

1)  Most equipment don't have lights; don't farmers have to update this and who is going to pay the cost? 

2)  14'6" high would be good. 20' wide.  Over width left turn with impatient motorists do not watch left blinker. 

3)  Height should be 14' for all IoH proposed.  Width should be left as the existing law for IoH.  Tractor width should

be 15' feet. 

4)  Authorization for permits on over width permits town or county officials is going to be judged on personal 

beliefs not public's best interests.  State needs to make guidelines for permitting this so there is not a grey area

and make it black and white. 

5)  Tractor safety courses should be mandatory for any body - like hunter safety.  16 year olds with 2 or 4 years of 

farm equipment operation often have more experience of large farm equipment operation/traffic tendencies 

of city drivers.  Than a person 18 years old and a valid drivers license.  Therefore, I think 2 years of tractor safety 

certification may be more useful than 18 years of age. 

6)  Concerned about extra staff needed to keep track of written authorization at township level and what plan

has to expand beyond 4 townships.  15' to 17'6" is too narrow and to get local control to approve will be difficult. 

Weight limits are too low given types of equipment that we have.  Tractor axles are no plentiful enough to meet

bridge laws. 

7)  How are you going to address machines that are 21' in width (ie self-propelled windrowers for cutting hay 

3-5 times per year)? 

8)  Operator should have CDL.  Bonds could be used for overweight farming - has evolved into a commercial 

business.  I think that the rules should start to conform to CMV rules.  Equipment should be broken down for 

transport.  Why should all taxpayers bear the burden of farmers efficiency.  Road repair costs have skyrocketed. 

Tractor safety courses should be changed, because equipment has. 

9)  Resounding "yes" to the suggestion of students in driver's ed learning rural driving/around equipment!  Others

sitting around us in the crowd agreed.  Tractor safety requirements also very important. 

10)  13'6" should be 14' in height.  For combine's grain carts.  No written authorization above?  18' width would be 

more real.  Thanks for the meeting. 

11)  Will the DOT continue to sell overweight permits or is 92K the total weight allowed by law (CMVs)? 

2.  For Local Officials:  Do you currently issue written authorization (permits) for oversize or overweight farm machinery? 

(Both private and for hire entities)

3.  For Local Officials:  On average how many written authorizations (permits) do you issue on an annual basis for oversize 

or overweight farm machinery? (Both private and for hire entities)

4.  For Local Officials:  If written authorization (permits) are authorized on an annual basis, will you or your staff be able to 

issue written authorization (permits) in a timely manner? 



12)  1909 public street was deemed as a street public has a right to use - right to use.  No age requirement.  

I operate under my own authority. 

Total 12 comments from 49 surveys. 

Comments (Local Officials)

1)  Increase width to 18' for IoH. 

2)  I am a town chairman of a town with over 100 miles of town roads.  Added responsibilities of IoH permitting

would be a significant burden for me and other town officials.  In addition, many local officials don't have the 

knowledge and experience to analyze equipment weights and appropriate road load bearing capacities.  Consider 

having counties handle permitting.  They are more likely to have trained/professional staff to judge equipment

weights and road load bearing capacities. - Dennis Ferstenou, Chair, Town of Eagle Point (Chippewa County). 

3)  I believe if the IoH Equipment is being moved 2 or less miles on a town road from/farm that a permit should 

not be required (this applies to over width) daytime only.  The 92,000 lbs. overweight should only apply in spring

planting/manure hauling (spring would depend on north or south/temperature). 

4)  Enforcement, who pays for it? 

Total 4 comments from 37 surveys. 



Implements of Husbandry - Survey Results (Belmont TH)

Last Updated:  09/05/2013 100

FARMER/CUSTOM OPERATOR SECTION Total:  63

ANSWER: PERCENTAGE:

A) Farmer 45 71

B) Custom Operator 3 5

C)  Both a Farmer & Custom Operator 15 24

Total 63 100

A)  Less than a mile 6 10

B)  Between one mile and two miles 4 6

C)  Between two miles and three miles 8 13

D)  Greater than five miles 45 71

Total 63 100

A)  One 19 32

B)  Two 6 10

C)  Three 7 12

D) Four or more 27 46

Total 59 100

A)  Yes 51 82

B)  No 11 18

Total 62 100

A)  16 feet 2 4

B)  17 feet 11 22

C)  18 feet 22 43

D)  Greater than 19 feet 16 31

Total 51 100

A)  Yes 39 65

B)  No 21 35

Total 60 100

A)  18 feet 24 62

B)  Greater than 19 feet 15 38

Total 39 100

A)  Yes 28 45

B)  No 34 55

Total 62 100

A)  14 feet 7 25

B)  15 feet 13 46

C)  16 feet 5 18

D)  Greater than 17 feet 3 11

6.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, 

etc.) that when in transport on the road exceeds 17 feet in width? 

7.  If you answered "Yes" to question six, what is the maximum width of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?

8.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, 

etc.) that when in transport on the road exceeds 13 feet/6 inches in height? 

9.  If you answered "Yes" to question eight, what is the maximum height of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?

Total Surveys:

1.  How do you describe yourself?  (Please check the one option that describes you)

2.  What is the furthest distance (approximation) you travel on the roadway with your tractor or other implement of 

husbandry (IoH) from your farming operation?

3.  How many municipalities do you have to travel through on the roadway with your tractor or other implement of 

husbandry (IoH) to reach your furthest farming operation?

4.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, 

etc.) that when in transport on the road exceeds 15 feet in width? 

5.  If you answered "Yes" to question four, what is the maximum width of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?



Total 28 100

A)  Yes 20 32

B)  No 43 68

Total 63 100

A)  60 feet to 65 feet 4 19

B)  65 feet to 70 feet 3 15

C)  70 feet to 75 feet 7 33

D)  Greater than 75 feet 7 33

Total 21 100

A)  Yes 23 37

B)  No 39 63

Total 62 100

A)  Yes 32 52

B)  No 29 48

Total 61 100

A)  Yes 14 23

B)  No 46 77

Total 60 100

A)  Yes 22 39

B)  No 34 61

Total 56 100

A)  Zero 15 25

B)  One to Three 19 32

C)  Four to Five 7 12

D)  More than Five 18 31

Total 59 100

A)  Yes, but manageable 11 20

B)  Yes, with significant impact 26 47

C)  No 18 33

Total 55 100

LOCAL OFFICIALS SECTION: Total:  37

A)  Non-elected or Elected Local Government Official 30 81

11.  If you answered "Yes" to question ten, what is the maximum length of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?

10.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting 

equipment, etc.) greater than 60 feet in length (single vehicle/equipment length)? 

13.  Do you know the individual axle weight and gross vehicle weight of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH) that you 

use on the road?  

14.  Do you own or operate any implement of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting 

equipment, etc.) UNLOADED that exceeds 23,000 lbs. on a single axle or has a gross vehicle weight greater than 92,000 

lbs.?

15.  Do you own or operate any implement of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planning 

equipment, etc.) LOADED that exceeds 23,000 lbs. on a single axle or has a gross vehicle weight greater than 92,000 lbs.? 

16.  Per the IoH Phase II Report Recommendations, written authorization must be obtained if an implement of husbandry 

(tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, etc.) exceeds 17 feet in width, 13 feet/6 

inches in height, 60 feet in length (single IoH)/100 feet in length (combination of two IoH)/70 feet in length (combinations of 

three IoH) and/or exceeds 23,000 lbs. on a single axle or is in excess of a gross vehicle weight of 92,000 lbs.  How many 

pieces of your equipment will require written authority to operate on the roadway? 

17.  Would a requirement for the IoH driver to hold a valid WI driver’s license and be a minimum of 18 years old when 

operating IoH that is greater than 15 feet in width and/or requires a written authorization create problems for your 

operation?  

1.  How do you describe yourself?  (Please circle the one option that best describes you)

12.  Do you operate any commercial motor vehicles designed and used exclusively for farming operations and used 

principally off the highway?



B)  Other (Citizen-non-farmer/custom operator, Law Enforcement Personnel, etc.) 7 19

Total 37 100

A)  Yes 5 17

B)  No 24 83

Total 29 100

A)  Zero (0) 23 79

B)  One to Five (1 to 5) 3 10

C)  Five to Ten (5 to 10) 1 4

D)  Ten or Greater (10+) 2 7

Total 29 100

A)  Yes 15 63

B)  No 9 37

Total 24 100

Comments (Farmer/Custom Operator)

1)  No permits - they are a waste of time and money for farmers and towns.  Please change time restriction on 

tractors over 12 feet in width.  This is a huge liability for farmers. 

2)  What is the farmer is less than 18 years old? 

3)  Does speed impact road and bridge damage?  Limit time of day over width implements can travel. 

4)  If a farm implement has all the lighting equipment and someone hits you are you liable? Quad trac tractors

need to be legal. 

5)  Quad trac tractors on Highways have to be legal.  Width of 17'6" for 6 row corn planters is common and should

be legal.  Tractor safety is 14, with 6 months experience is good.  Question 17 is way off being 18 and drivers 

license.  Farmers work around the clock, get rid of timelines. 

6)  If a 16 year old has training allow them on the road. 

7)  I farm with my brother on a crop farm through 5 counties.  There is no hired help and we compensate lack of 

excess labor with large, efficient equipment.  These regulations would effectively end my farming career due to 

the lack of available close land and the inefficient manner in which I would have to wait for municipal authorization

(I am 29 years old). 

8)  If we are worried about weight do it, but every 6 row corn head or 6 row corn planter in use is 16-17 feet wide

(the 6 row is the most common size) nearly 85-90% of farmers would have to get permits.  It will create problems

for townships, cities, farmers - leave the width alone. 

9)  Width and length permits are B.S.

10)  Some 14 year olds operate better than 50-60 year olds. 

Total 10 comments from 63 surveys. 

Comments (Local Officials)

1)  We have one full time clerk/ treasurer/ administrator that helps a lot. 

2)  Make a recommendation to give some sort of tax credit to the farmers that use drag lines or pipelines for

manure to help keep more manure off the roads. 

2.  For Local Officials:  Do you currently issue written authorization (permits) for oversize or overweight farm machinery? 

(Both private and for hire entities)

3.  For Local Officials:  On average how many written authorizations (permits) do you issue on an annual basis for oversize or 

overweight farm machinery? (Both private and for hire entities)

4.  For Local Officials:  If written authorization (permits) are authorized on an annual basis, will you or your staff be able to 

issue written authorization (permits) in a timely manner? 



3)  Permits for weight hopefully are the same from one township to the next. 

4)  Town officials have too much to do now. 

5)  We have recently posted our roads as class B.  There has been an increasing amount of road damage in recent

years.  There has to be local control.  As towns can not keep up with the increased cost of road repair. 

6)  Will these exceptions be granted to other types of businesses? 

7)  Question 17 - what is timely?  We currently can issues permits within 30 min. if a requester uses a fax machine

or requests one in person. 

Total 7 comments from 37 surveys. 



Implements of Husbandry - Survey Results (Online)

Last Updated:  09/10/2013 66

FARMER/CUSTOM OPERATOR SECTION Total:  48

ANSWER: PERCENTAGE:

A) Farmer 29 69

B) Custom Operator 2 5

C)  Both a Farmer & Custom Operator 11 26

Total 42 100

A)  Less than a mile 4 8

B)  Between one mile and two miles 3 6

C)  Between two miles and three miles 6 12

D)  Greater than five miles 35 73

Total 48 100

A)  One 12 27

B)  Two 6 14

C)  Three 10 23

D) Four or more 16 36

Total 44 100

A)  Yes 38 79

B)  No 10 21

Total 48 100

A)  16 feet 2 5

B)  17 feet 4 11

C)  18 feet 9 24

D)  Greater than 19 feet 23 61

Total 38 100

A)  Yes 32 67

B)  No 16 33

Total 48 100

A)  18 feet 8 25

B)  Greater than 19 feet 24 75

Total 32 100

A)  Yes 26 55

B)  No 21 45

Total 47 100

A)  14 feet 12 46

B)  15 feet 7 27

C)  16 feet 3 12

D)  Greater than 17 feet 4 15

Total 26 100

Total Surveys:

1.  How do you describe yourself?  (Please check the one option that describes you)

2.  What is the furthest distance (approximation) you travel on the roadway with your tractor or other implement of 

husbandry (IoH) from your farming operation?

3.  How many municipalities do you have to travel through on the roadway with your tractor or other implement of 

husbandry (IoH) to reach your furthest farming operation?

4.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, 

etc.) that when in transport on the road exceeds 15 feet in width? 

5.  If you answered "Yes" to question four, what is the maximum width of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?

6.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, 

etc.) that when in transport on the road exceeds 17 feet in width? 

7.  If you answered "Yes" to question six, what is the maximum width of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?

8.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, 

etc.) that when in transport on the road exceeds 13 feet/6 inches in height? 

9.  If you answered "Yes" to question eight, what is the maximum height of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?

10.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting 

equipment, etc.) greater than 60 feet in length (single vehicle/equipment length)? 



A)  Yes 11 23

B)  No 37 77

Total 48 100

A)  60 feet to 65 feet 3 27

B)  65 feet to 70 feet 3 27

C)  70 feet to 75 feet 3 27

D)  Greater than 75 feet 2 18

Total 11 100

A)  Yes 25 53

B)  No 22 47

Total 47 100

A)  Yes 28 60

B)  No 19 40

Total 47 100

A)  Yes 14 42

B)  No 19 58

Total 33 100

A)  Yes 17 49

B)  No 18 51

Total 35 100

A)  Zero 11 23

B)  One to Three 13 27

C)  Four to Five 8 17

D)  More than Five 16 33

Total 48 100

A)  Yes, but manageable 14 29

B)  Yes, with significant impact 14 29

C)  No 20 42

Total 48 100

LOCAL OFFICIALS SECTION: Total: 18

A)  Non-elected or Elected Local Government Official 7 47

B)  Other (Citizen-non-farmer/custom operator, Law Enforcement Personnel, etc.) 8 53

Total 15 100
2.  For Local Officials:  Do you currently issue written authorization (permits) for oversize or overweight farm machinery? 

(Both private and for hire entities)

13.  Do you know the individual axle weight and gross vehicle weight of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH) that you 

use on the road?  

14.  Do you own or operate any implement of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting 

equipment, etc.) UNLOADED that exceeds 23,000 lbs. on a single axle or has a gross vehicle weight greater than 92,000 

lbs.?

15.  Do you own or operate any implement of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planning 

equipment, etc.) LOADED that exceeds 23,000 lbs. on a single axle or has a gross vehicle weight greater than 92,000 lbs.? 

16.  Per the IoH Phase II Report Recommendations, written authorization must be obtained if an implement of husbandry 

(tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, etc.) exceeds 17 feet in width, 13 feet/6 

inches in height, 60 feet in length (single IoH)/100 feet in length (combination of two IoH)/70 feet in length (combinations of 

three IoH) and/or exceeds 23,000 lbs. on a single axle or is in excess of a gross vehicle weight of 92,000 lbs.  How many 

pieces of your equipment will require written authority to operate on the roadway? 

17.  Would a requirement for the IoH driver to hold a valid WI driver’s license and be a minimum of 18 years old when 

operating IoH that is greater than 15 feet in width and/or requires a written authorization create problems for your 

operation?  

1.  How do you describe yourself?  (Please circle the one option that best describes you)

12.  Do you operate any commercial motor vehicles designed and used exclusively for farming operations and used 

principally off the highway?

11.  If you answered "Yes" to question ten, what is the maximum length of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?



A)  Yes 1 6

B)  No 17 94

Total 18 100

A)  Zero (0) 11 92

B)  One to Five (1 to 5) 1 8

C)  Five to Ten (5 to 10) 0 0

D)  Ten or Greater (10+) 0 0

Total 12 100

A)  Yes 7 64

B)  No 4 36

Total 11 100

Overall Comments 31 Comments from 66 Surveys. 

Comments not yet available. 

3.  For Local Officials:  On average how many written authorizations (permits) do you issue on an annual basis for oversize or 

overweight farm machinery? (Both private and for hire entities)

4.  For Local Officials:  If written authorization (permits) are authorized on an annual basis, will you or your staff be able to 

issue written authorization (permits) in a timely manner? 



Implements of Husbandry - Survey Results (Mail)

Last Updated:  09/11/2013 51

FARMER/CUSTOM OPERATOR SECTION Total:  36

ANSWER: PERCENTAGE:

A) Farmer 27 75

B) Custom Operator 4 11

C)  Both a Farmer & Custom Operator 5 14

Total 36 100

A)  Less than a mile 0 0

B)  Between one mile and two miles 1 3

C)  Between two miles and three miles 6 16

D)  Greater than five miles 29 81

Total 36 100

A)  One 8 24

B)  Two 5 14

C)  Three 6 18

D) Four or more 15 44

Total 34 100

A)  Yes 32 89

B)  No 4 11

Total 36 100

A)  16 feet 2 6

B)  17 feet 5 16

C)  18 feet 9 28

D)  Greater than 19 feet 16 50

Total 32 100

A)  Yes 24 67

B)  No 12 33

Total 36 100

A)  18 feet 11 46

B)  Greater than 19 feet 13 54

Total 24 100

A)  Yes 16 44

B)  No 20 56

Total 36 100

A)  14 feet 3 19

B)  15 feet 5 31

C)  16 feet 6 38

D)  Greater than 17 feet 2 12

Total 16 100

Total Surveys: 

1.  How do you describe yourself?  (Please check the one option that describes you)

2.  What is the furthest distance (approximation) you travel on the roadway with your tractor or other implement of 

husbandry (IoH) from your farming operation?

3.  How many municipalities do you have to travel through on the roadway with your tractor or other implement of 

husbandry (IoH) to reach your furthest farming operation?

4.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, 

etc.) that when in transport on the road exceeds 15 feet in width? 

5.  If you answered "Yes" to question four, what is the maximum width of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?

6.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, 

etc.) that when in transport on the road exceeds 17 feet in width? 

7.  If you answered "Yes" to question six, what is the maximum width of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?

8.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, 

etc.) that when in transport on the road exceeds 13 feet/6 inches in height? 

9.  If you answered "Yes" to question eight, what is the maximum height of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?



A)  Yes 10 28

B)  No 26 72

Total 36 100

A)  60 feet to 65 feet 2 20

B)  65 feet to 70 feet 2 20

C)  70 feet to 75 feet 3 30

D)  Greater than 75 feet 3 30

Total 10 100

A)  Yes 17 47

B)  No 19 53

Total 36 100

A)  Yes 18 50

B)  No 18 50

Total 36 100

A)  Yes 13 36

B)  No 23 64

Total 36 100

A)  Yes 22 61

B)  No 14 39

Total 36 100

A)  Zero 3 8

B)  One to Three 17 49

C)  Four to Five 3 8

D)  More than Five 12 35

Total 35 100

A)  Yes, but manageable 14 41

B)  Yes, with significant impact 12 35

C)  No 8 24

Total 34 100

LOCAL OFFICIALS SECTION: Total:  15

A)  Non-elected or Elected Local Government Official 12 80

B)  Other (Citizen-non-farmer/custom operator, Law Enforcement Personnel, etc.) 3 20

Total 15 100

13.  Do you know the individual axle weight and gross vehicle weight of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH) that you 

use on the road?  

14.  Do you own or operate any implement of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting 

equipment, etc.) UNLOADED that exceeds 23,000 lbs. on a single axle or has a gross vehicle weight greater than 92,000 

lbs.?

15.  Do you own or operate any implement of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planning 

equipment, etc.) LOADED that exceeds 23,000 lbs. on a single axle or has a gross vehicle weight greater than 92,000 lbs.? 

16.  Per the IoH Phase II Report Recommendations, written authorization must be obtained if an implement of husbandry 

(tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, etc.) exceeds 17 feet in width, 13 feet/6 

inches in height, 60 feet in length (single IoH)/100 feet in length (combination of two IoH)/70 feet in length (combinations of 

three IoH) and/or exceeds 23,000 lbs. on a single axle or is in excess of a gross vehicle weight of 92,000 lbs.  How many 

pieces of your equipment will require written authority to operate on the roadway? 

17.  Would a requirement for the IoH driver to hold a valid WI driver’s license and be a minimum of 18 years old when 

operating IoH that is greater than 15 feet in width and/or requires a written authorization create problems for your 

operation?  

1.  How do you describe yourself?  (Please circle the one option that best describes you)

12.  Do you operate any commercial motor vehicles designed and used exclusively for farming operations and used 

principally off the highway?

10.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting 

equipment, etc.) greater than 60 feet in length (single vehicle/equipment length)? 

11.  If you answered "Yes" to question ten, what is the maximum length of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?



A)  Yes 1 9

B)  No 10 91

Total 11 100

A)  Zero (0) 11 92

B)  One to Five (1 to 5) 0 0

C)  Five to Ten (5 to 10) 0 0

D)  Ten or Greater (10+) 1 8

Total 12 100

A)  Yes 7 58

B)  No 5 42

Total 12 100

Comments (Farmer/Custom Operator)

1)  Those that complain forget everyone has to eat.  Maybe those that drive and bicycles need a question

farmers papers to fill out the courteous of road when they get there drivers license.

2)  Very good presentation in Stratford.  I am a dairy farmer and appreciate the effort being made to let us use the

equipment we invested in presently and the heads up on the direction we need to take for the future. 

3)  We understand the difficulty of your task and applaud the efforts.  Our concern would be if you want farmers

to utilize hoses and pumps to move manure that the townships and counties need to have the authority to make

the culverts available for farmers.  Many homeowners in rural settings do not want to allow a hose across their

property.  This makes pumping manure very difficult. 

4)  The max. allowed per axle weight will (is) way to low for our large farm equipment.  If we are going to push for

drag lines to pump manure we need help financially by loans and grants.  - Very expensive since I own tankers

that are now obsolete due to the weight per axle.  So little resale value.  Putting farmers in 40' to 50' tankers is 

a very high risk.  

5)  Is there any consideration for tractors with 2 axles with duels with larger floatation tires to raise the acceptable

weight limitations? 

6)  Everyone in the state of Wisconsin needs to use more common sense, including farmers.  But let's not slap the

hands of the people who feed us. 

7)  My kids are certified thru safety program. 

8)  Semi tankers for transfer irrigation need to be allowed to be 9 feet wide to allow for our tubes to get away from

our fenders and wheels so we can cleanly unload from the side of road without crushing shoulders. 

9)  I am glad to see there is work being done with Iowa.  With everyone working together I think we all can come 

to agreement.  Thank you. 

10)  I really do not see what good it would be to have all these permits.  We can not change any of machine sizes

or will any manufacturers.  They are needed to get these jobs done in a timely fashion to feed the world.  People

driving rural area will need to slow down and have better driver education classes. 

11)  Farmers already pay for the roads they travel on through tax dollars.  Minimal accidents occur with farm 

equipment now.  Amish buggies/vehicles are involved in more.  More revenue could be generated through toll

roads on Interstates in Wisconsin.  Anytime there is a permit a cost incurs. 

12)  I believe that any permitting should be handled by the state, so that there are no inconsistencies created by 

2.  For Local Officials:  Do you currently issue written authorization (permits) for oversize or overweight farm machinery? 

(Both private and for hire entities)

3.  For Local Officials:  On average how many written authorizations (permits) do you issue on an annual basis for oversize or 

overweight farm machinery? (Both private and for hire entities)

4.  For Local Officials:  If written authorization (permits) are authorized on an annual basis, will you or your staff be able to 

issue written authorization (permits) in a timely manner? 



individual town boards. 

13)  Do not implement more rules and regulations.  Current rules and regulations are just fine.  Don't get involved

in width and length of IoH. 

14)  Amish should be required to have license plate and lighting.  Horse shoes, buggies, and spoke wheels tear-up

roads too.  Lower the age requirement to 16 or younger if have safety courses.  Weight issue more important than

width.  People are in a hurry.  Farmers usually don't cause accidents. 

15)  I understand the concern for our roadways.  But putting laws in place for all farm equipment and enforcing 

them will have a large impact on farming.  I run 7,300 gallon Houle tankers and if I need to buy smaller tankers only

means more road trips up and down and more wear and tear on the roads. 

Total 15 comment from 36 surveys. 

Comments (Local Officials)

1)  In Clark County we have very lax enforcement of weight laws and local officials are very limited on our ability

to enforce them. 

2)  Judging by the meeting (in Stratford), many of the farmers are running illegally and want to continue doing so. 

In the DOT's case I think this will prove to be "no good deed goes unpunished.":)  By shedding the light on 

this issue, I believe the farmers and maintaining authorities will be more at odds then ever before.  In most 

cases it has been a don't ask, don't tell relationship.  I do not agree with this, but I think it worked for the most

part. 

3)  We have all class "B" roads year round, no exceptions.  It's been saving money on road repair. 

4)  Will oversize permits still be available for motor carriers?  Will they even be necessary?  

5)  The towns and counties need this to help us implement and enforce some restrictions and permits to save our

roads. 

6)  I have concern the 15% rule begins the day I take down my spring postings down.  I may be forced to keep up 

my spring postings longer, thus hurting other commerce.  Consider having this law take place 2 weeks after

spring postings are removed. 

7)  Our town does not have enforcement personnel. 

8)  I feel that much of this study is dealing with weight and height.  I feel that this is important, but also feel that

safety lighting should be looked into and proposed.  Much of equipment on the road only has a "SMV" and no

lighting. 

Total 8 comments from 15 surveys. 



Last Updated:  09/11/2013

FARMER/CUSTOM OPERATOR SECTION Total:  364

Overall %

A) Farmer 68

B) Custom Operator 4

C)  Both a Farmer & Custom Operator 28

Response Rate 98

A)  Less than a mile 4

B)  Between one mile and two miles 8

C)  Between two miles and three miles 15

D)  Greater than five miles 73

Response Rate 99

A)  One 25

B)  Two 20

C)  Three 15

D) Four or more 40

Response Rate 96

A)  Yes 85

B)  No 15

Response Rate 99

A)  16 feet 6

B)  17 feet 14

C)  18 feet 30

D)  Greater than 19 feet 50

Response Rate 84

A)  Yes 70

B)  No 30

Response Rate 98

A)  18 feet 40

B)  Greater than 19 feet 60

Response Rate 68

1.  How do you describe yourself?  (Please check the one option that describes you)

2.  What is the furthest distance (approximation) you travel on the roadway with your tractor or other implement of husbandry 

(IoH) from your farming operation?

3.  How many municipalities do you have to travel through on the roadway with your tractor or other implement of husbandry 

(IoH) to reach your furthest farming operation?

4.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, etc.) 

that when in transport on the road exceeds 15 feet in width? 

5.  If you answered "Yes" to question four, what is the maximum width of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?

6.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, etc.) 

that when in transport on the road exceeds 17 feet in width? 

Confidence Level:  99% - Confidence Interval:  +/- 7% - Population:  76,800 - Sample:  338

Implements of Husbandry - Survey Results (One-Page-Overview)

Total Surveys: 532

7.  If you answered "Yes" to question six, what is the maximum width of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?



A)  Yes 53

B)  No 47

Response Rate 99

A)  14 feet 30

B)  15 feet 34

C)  16 feet 20

D)  Greater than 17 feet 16

Response Rate 53

A)  Yes 31

B)  No 69

Response Rate 98

A)  60 feet to 65 feet 23

B)  65 feet to 70 feet 32

C)  70 feet to 75 feet 20

D)  Greater than 75 feet 25

Response Rate 31

A)  Yes 43

B)  No 57

Response Rate 97

A)  Yes 55

B)  No 45

Response Rate 98

A)  Yes 33

B)  No 67

Response Rate 94

A)  Yes 46

B)  No 54

Response Rate 92

12.  Do you operate any commercial motor vehicles designed and used exclusively for farming operations and used principally off 

the highway?

13.  Do you know the individual axle weight and gross vehicle weight of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH) that you use 

on the road?  

14.  Do you own or operate any implement of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting 

equipment, etc.) UNLOADED that exceeds 23,000 lbs. on a single axle or has a gross vehicle weight greater than 92,000 lbs.?

15.  Do you own or operate any implement of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planning 

equipment, etc.) LOADED that exceeds 23,000 lbs. on a single axle or has a gross vehicle weight greater than 92,000 lbs.? 

8.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, etc.) 

that when in transport on the road exceeds 13 feet/6 inches in height? 

9.  If you answered "Yes" to question eight, what is the maximum height of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?

10.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, etc.) 

greater than 60 feet in length (single vehicle/equipment length)? 

11.  If you answered "Yes" to question ten, what is the maximum length of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?



A)  Zero 24

B)  One to Three 34

C)  Four to Five 15

D)  More than Five 27

Response Rate 97

A)  Yes, but manageable 35

B)  Yes, with significant impact 33

C)  No 32

Response Rate 94

LOCAL OFFICIALS SECTION: Total:  168

Overall %

A)  Non-elected or Elected Local Government Official 82

B)  Other (Citizen-non-farmer/custom operator, Law Enforcement Personnel, etc.) 18

Response Rate 96

A)  Yes 18

B)  No 82

Response Rate 87

A)  Zero (0) 78

B)  One to Five (1 to 5) 10

C)  Five to Ten (5 to 10) 7

D)  Ten or Greater (10+) 5

Response Rate 80

A)  Yes 72

B)  No 28

Response Rate 74

2.  For Local Officials:  Do you currently issue written authorization (permits) for oversize or overweight farm machinery? (Both 

3.  For Local Officials:  On average how many written authorizations (permits) do you issue on an annual basis for oversize or 

overweight farm machinery? (Both private and for hire entities)

4.  For Local Officials:  If written authorization (permits) are authorized on an annual basis, will you or your staff be able to issue 

written authorization (permits) in a timely manner? 

16.  Per the IoH Phase II Report Recommendations, written authorization must be obtained if an implement of husbandry (tractor, 

combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, etc.) exceeds 17 feet in width, 13 feet/6 inches in height, 60 

feet in length (single IoH)/100 feet in length (combination of two IoH)/70 feet in length (combinations of three IoH) and/or 

exceeds 23,000 lbs. on a single axle or is in excess of a gross vehicle weight of 92,000 lbs.  How many pieces of your equipment 

will require written authority to operate on the roadway? 

17.  Would a requirement for the IoH driver to hold a valid WI driver’s license and be a minimum of 18 years old when operating 

IoH that is greater than 15 feet in width and/or requires a written authorization create problems for your operation?  

1.  How do you describe yourself?  (Please circle the one option that best describes you)



200 300 120 300 155 120

Madison % Stratford % Cashton % Green Bay % Chippewa Falls % Belmont % Online % Mail %

61 71 57 66 67 71 69 75

1 0 8 2 4 5 5 11

38 29 35 32 29 24 26 14

100 100 100 100 100 100 88 100

0 8 4 0 2 10 8 0

4 18 13 7 8 6 6 3

10 16 22 16 17 13 12 16

86 58 61 77 73 71 73 81

100 100 100 100 98 100 100 100

13 38 35 20 17 32 27 24

20 22 17 18 38 10 14 14

8 11 13 22 17 12 23 18

59 29 35 40 28 46 36 44

96 97 100 98 96 94 92 94

94 68 74 95 86 82 79 89

6 32 26 5 14 18 21 11

100 100 100 100 100 98 100 100

12 4 17 6 2 4 5 6

4 35 17 15 5 22 11 16

29 15 42 19 36 43 24 28

55 46 24 60 57 31 61 50

96 68 74 93 86 81 79 89

84 42 50 82 78 65 67 67

16 58 50 18 22 35 33 33

96 100 96 100 100 95 100 100

43 25 73 38 29 62 25 46

57 75 27 62 71 38 75 54

82 42 48 80 78 62 67 75

Total Town Hall Attendees:  1,205

1.  How do you describe yourself?  (Please check the one option that describes you)

2.  What is the furthest distance (approximation) you travel on the roadway with your tractor or other implement of husbandry 

(IoH) from your farming operation?

3.  How many municipalities do you have to travel through on the roadway with your tractor or other implement of husbandry 

(IoH) to reach your furthest farming operation?

4.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, etc.) 

that when in transport on the road exceeds 15 feet in width? 

5.  If you answered "Yes" to question four, what is the maximum width of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?

6.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, etc.) 

that when in transport on the road exceeds 17 feet in width? 

Confidence Level:  99% - Confidence Interval:  +/- 7% - Population:  76,800 - Sample:  338

Implements of Husbandry - Survey Results (One-Page-Overview)

Total Surveys: 532

7.  If you answered "Yes" to question six, what is the maximum width of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?



64 39 48 63 55 45 55 44

36 61 52 37 45 55 45 56

98 100 100 100 100 98 99 100

26 14 28 41 32 25 46 19

38 33 36 32 18 46 27 31

29 20 0 15 25 18 12 38

10 33 36 12 25 11 15 12

67 39 48 61 57 44 54 44

37 21 18 34 44 32 23 28

63 79 82 66 56 68 77 72

96 100 96 96 98 100 100 100

33 25 20 29 13 19 27 20

28 25 40 53 41 15 27 20

22 25 20 12 10 33 27 30

17 25 20 6 36 33 18 30

35 21 22 30 45 33 23 28

20 38 48 42 63 37 53 47

80 62 52 58 37 63 47 53

96 97 100 93 98 98 99 100

54 53 50 45 73 52 60 50

46 47 50 55 27 48 40 50

98 100 96 100 100 97 99 100

39 26 30 29 39 23 42 36

61 74 70 71 61 77 58 64

96 100 100 98 100 95 69 100

61 31 23 53 42 39 49 61

39 69 77 47 58 61 51 39

90 95 96 100 98 89 73 100

12.  Do you operate any commercial motor vehicles designed and used exclusively for farming operations and used principally off 

the highway?

13.  Do you know the individual axle weight and gross vehicle weight of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH) that you use 

on the road?  

14.  Do you own or operate any implement of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting 

equipment, etc.) UNLOADED that exceeds 23,000 lbs. on a single axle or has a gross vehicle weight greater than 92,000 lbs.?

15.  Do you own or operate any implement of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planning 

equipment, etc.) LOADED that exceeds 23,000 lbs. on a single axle or has a gross vehicle weight greater than 92,000 lbs.? 

8.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, etc.) 

that when in transport on the road exceeds 13 feet/6 inches in height? 

9.  If you answered "Yes" to question eight, what is the maximum height of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?

10.  Do you own any implements of husbandry (tractor, combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, etc.) 

greater than 60 feet in length (single vehicle/equipment length)? 

11.  If you answered "Yes" to question ten, what is the maximum length of your largest implement of husbandry (IoH)?



13 54 24 18 26 25 23 8

31 36 43 42 26 32 27 49

25 5 14 18 18 12 17 8

31 5 19 22 30 31 33 35

100 97 91 98 94 94 100 97

36 23 42 36 52 20 29 41

42 34 16 36 16 47 29 35

22 43 42 28 32 33 42 24

98 92 83 98 90 87 100 94

Madison % Stratford % Cashton % Green Bay % Chippewa Falls % Belmont % Online % Mail %

77 100 50 85 92 81 47 80

23 0 50 15 8 19 53 20

100 96 100 87 97 100 83 100

0 45 33 8 14 17 6 9

100 55 67 92 86 83 94 91

85 100 50 87 95 78 100 73

100 52 67 92 78 79 92 92

0 16 33 8 13 10 8 0

0 24 0 0 9 4 0 0

0 8 0 0 0 7 0 8

69 93 50 87 86 78 67 80

71 83 67 50 88 63 64 58

29 17 33 50 12 37 36 42

54 85 50 80 86 65 61 80

2.  For Local Officials:  Do you currently issue written authorization (permits) for oversize or overweight farm machinery? (Both 

3.  For Local Officials:  On average how many written authorizations (permits) do you issue on an annual basis for oversize or 

overweight farm machinery? (Both private and for hire entities)

4.  For Local Officials:  If written authorization (permits) are authorized on an annual basis, will you or your staff be able to issue 

written authorization (permits) in a timely manner? 

16.  Per the IoH Phase II Report Recommendations, written authorization must be obtained if an implement of husbandry (tractor, 

combine, forage harvester, manure tank, tillage/planting equipment, etc.) exceeds 17 feet in width, 13 feet/6 inches in height, 60 

feet in length (single IoH)/100 feet in length (combination of two IoH)/70 feet in length (combinations of three IoH) and/or 

exceeds 23,000 lbs. on a single axle or is in excess of a gross vehicle weight of 92,000 lbs.  How many pieces of your equipment 

will require written authority to operate on the roadway? 

17.  Would a requirement for the IoH driver to hold a valid WI driver’s license and be a minimum of 18 years old when operating 

IoH that is greater than 15 feet in width and/or requires a written authorization create problems for your operation?  

1.  How do you describe yourself?  (Please circle the one option that best describes you)
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1.

my corn planter is 24 feet wide there is no way to fold it go after the manufacture it is only 2 years old. the
hay cuter are 16 feet wide and that is probably the average with 16 feet is probably 18 feet over all you are
going to put us all in the courts system. drop the town road speed to 30 mile a hour. there is to much
unsafe passing.

2.

I think this recommendation is ridiculous. What I feel that you all fail to remember, is that these people are
using these pieces of machinery to FEED YOU. Agriculture has been forced to adapt to the highest
technology because the resources continue to become more and more limited each year. When you build
neighborhoods and shopping malls, those thousands of acres are no longer able to be used to produce
food... But the population isn't decreasing. And the more you industrialize the world, the farther apart the
fields become from eachother. We are not winning the battle to preserve farmland, but we are using all of
our knowledge to continue to provide food and products for the ones taking it away. You are now just
putting one more roadblock to restrict the production of food and products that you use daily. I think there
are other areas that need to be focused on rather spending our tax dollars on an issue that will not solve
anything. You are going to perform road construction whether we take large machines off the roadways or
not.

3. I have written e-mails to this study group and did not receive any reply or acknowledgement.

4.

We would be able to issue permits in a timely manner, but we have no means to enforce these proposed
regulations. Many area farmers have children under the age of 18 who are competent to operate farm
vehicles and need to be on the road to get from one farm field to another. Our son is older than 18 now, but
we relied on him heavily when he was under age 18 for fieldwork which required traveling on county and
town roads.

5.

The very large size of IOH & tractors now sharing public roadways concerns me greatly. I'm glad the problem
is being discussed and I look forward to a resolution that will protect the safety of all concerned. The time is
long overdue for this discussion. I realize there are some that will argue for no limitations. That is a selfish
position that shows a disregard for the safety of their neighbors. We all must measure our needs against
those of our neighbors and seek a reasonable resolution. Thank you for the opportunity to comment. Take
Care

6.

This possible DOT authorization permitting the heavier limits of this HEAVY mammoth equipment will
definitely be breaking and busting up the town roads faster than we already CANNOT keep up with. 
I do not support this weight increase & there is NOT enough money to repair and maintain the towns roads
at this current time already !!! 
Displeased, RICK SCHMIDT, Town of Dekorra Chairman & Road Supervisor Columbia County

7. This would be a very extreme inconvenience to our farming operation.

8.

This if it goes forward will severely limit the future of Agriculture in the state of Wisconsin. You are putting all
the blame on the farmers/operators and the machines but we are forced to use the antiquated roads systems
that are poorly maintained and poorly funded by this state government. 
You are telling me that my ability to operate is now up to a political figure and as things have been going in
this state may not allow me to operate because of my political views differing from there’s and they will
basically limit or stop my operation. If you don’t believe this can happen look at our state government now. 
Our operation try’s to control travel traffic with routing and controlling weight but these commodity’s we
work with are not nice square boxes that have a given weight for their size so many times the axle or bridge
weight cannot be controlled unless we or manufacture’s give us more axles and a weight limit like Michigan. 
The roads we operate on have not change much since they were built. Poor drainage of them and poor
location and design because most rural roads not designated highways are little more than buggy trains
covered in asphalt. 
Nothing with this will gives attention to the driving public that forces our machines off the paved roads and
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into the ditches and shoulders were road damage and severe accidents and wreckage can and do occur. 
The potential of laws like this can be a reason why operations such as ours will relocate to states like
Kansas, Nebraska, Etc that are not trying to limit or destroy an industry.

9.

Attended as a concerned citizen. Drive bus and operate a repair garage which over half of my business is
farm equipment. Spend plenty of time sharing the road with ag equipment. My prior background is in truck
transportation and repair. I have no issue with regulations which are in the public interest. We all have to
abide for the common good. Frankly I was unaware of what ag equipment regulations there were. Was very
informative. I came away with the impression that all involved in the process put good faith in doing a
comprehensive job in coming up with solutions for such varied interests. Was also pleased to hear that
research involved other states organizations. YES we need some standardization in regulations. It is too bad
that many operators were sold equipment that is not always suitable for the situations that they encounter.
Is also unfortunate that some government entities can be closed minded to the special needs of some of the
local businesses. 
So many of our solutions can come from education, information and co-operation. 
Thanks for a open and civil presentation. I look forward to following up on and staying informed. 
John T. Beyerl 
Hiway C Garage,LLC 
M112 County Road C 
Marshfield, WI 54449 
Ph: 715.383.0381

10.

Some farmers have spent huge amounts of money on equipment, many built in Wisconsin and now the DOT
wants to start making us get permits for equipment that moves down the road daily. I think we in agriculture
are at a point that we do need to realize that our equipment is very large and does do damage to the roads
that will need repair. I think instead of permits there needs to be talk of fees on purchases of certain large
equipment that damage the roads the most. Making local municipalities that are already short handed do
permits is not the answer.

11. we already have laws now this is not needed

12.

allowing unregulated use of very heavy farm equipment on town roads which are not generally designed for
these loads will result in premature deterioration and very high road repair and replacement costs to towns,
who cannot even afford to keep in proper repair their roads under current conditions. The road edge suffers
the most damage, and wide ag vehicles are most likely to load that part of the road.

13.

The main problem is you need money we have no money-Doyle stole money!!!!local townships don't want
your problems you don't want to raise your food your self so call ex governor Doyle and have him give the
money he stole from the road fund-build roads right the first time and help the farmer-not make more rules
that are eventually are going to go to far and make real criminals for all officials to deal with. To be honest
with you the government officials that are out here making rules don't follow them anyway or are not in
because they work 2 days a weak as it stands. So you might want to stop with all this rediculous rules

14. Quit wasting taxpayer money on this crap and just fix the roads!!!

15. being unable to haul full loads of forage or manure would be extremely expensive and time consuming, it
would require many more trips and that would be more damaging to the roads especially in the hills.

16. Equipment should be "grandfathered" per manufactured date.

17. Having a drivers license doesn't make one capable of driving farm equipment.

18.

I am not a farmer, but wonder how this is different than the sand trucks that continuously run the roads as
well as the train operated for the sand plant that blocks the roadway for 15 minutes or more.? What
stipulations does the sand plant have on the wear and tear of the roads they travel and the amount of time
drivers are forced to wait for the train on highway "s" in Chippewa County? If you are going to set limitations
and make regulations for our community farmers, then take a closer look at the sand plant who are not local
citizens and he impact the trucks and train makes on Chippewa county citizens all day long everyday.

19.

I am greatly disappointed that the study did not address the quality of the roads being used, the vast
majority of our town ship roads are not able to stand the strain of heavy loads, If an indidivdual wanted to
use an Abrams Tank for a tow vehicle and 3 60,000 pound manure tanks, the town ship would not care IF
the road would hold the weight, DOT needs to ADDREES THE ROAD CAPABILITIES BEFORE THE LOAD. The
state, the hauler, or land owner need to provide the funding to improve or redevelop the roads to meet it's
needs, not the needs of the town ship. rather then the average home owner in the town ship having to pay
for road improvements that they do not cause damage to. 

Thanks you,

20.

These rules you guys want to put into effect is just another way for the poltics to make a dollar. Farmers
shouldn't have to worry about getting a permit to bale hay or combine there corn and beans. Farmer don't
have the time in the fall or in the spring to be dicking around trying to get a permit so they can put crops in
the ground. They don't have the time to do this. Also if you make it more difficult to get crops off the field
HOW WILL YOU EAT?? Someone has to feed America. It sure isn't people that sit in a flipping office all day.
Most farmers have a half a day in by the time most people get to work at 8 o clock in the morning!
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21. I am a salesperson for a John Deere dealer. Delivering equipment to customers is going to be a hassle I can
see.

22.

The agriculture industry that has a 60 billion dollar impact of our Wisconsin pocket book and employs the
most people either directly or indirectly. The government has no problems throwing millions of dollars at
smaller industries without as much economic impact. Lets just invest in our roads that were built in the
40'and 50's so ag can do it's job.

23.

The written authorization from individual municipalities will create an unmanageable wall! Many of the town
officials are small farmers with time to sit on a board. They usually have a negative view on someone larger
than them self,so they will do whatever they can to make life hard on us.If we need to have rules to live
by,at least streamline them at the top so we don't have to deal with the local government!!

24.
As a 30+ year veteran of law enforcement it has been obvious that IOH have gotten a free pass and it is not
justified that they not be held to the same standards as other operations. It has only continued do to
political considerations, not wise use of our DOT resources.

25.

We pay high taxes so those tax dollars should get used to maintain those roads we farmers have to drive on
every day. Widen the roads and make road repairs. I drive school bus. There are roads I drive on that should
be wider cuz what if I meet a careless driver on the road. I do not have much room to get over to keep
those kids out of harms way. WIDEN THE ROADS. And do not limit a farmers time they can use the roads.
And what farmer has time to run to DMV office every time he takes big equipment on the road. Very few. My
husband works 4 AM to about 8-9PM. Sometimes longer during harvest. As far as I am concerned, farmers
pay big taxes so they own the road. Other drivers need to respect the farmers. They work hard to feed the
people. 
Another problem my husband has is impatient drivers passing his big equipment when he is slowing down to
make a left turn. He signals plus has SMV signs. People are stupid and impatient. RESPECT THE FARMERS.

26.
These vehicles need to have drivers with CDL licenses, the public should not be put at risk of injury just to
get a farmer ( who already pays no taxes and has no regulation, like OSHA to oversee operations) a break.
They do bring part of the economy to Wisconsin, but so do the rest of us. Do not endanger public safety!

27.

On behalf of the members of the Farm Equipment Manufacturers Association, I am writing to convey our
concerns with the Wisconsin Department of Transportation's Implements of Husbandry Study Group, with
particular reference to the Group's Phase II Report, which appears to be a significant departure from the
Study's original purpose. 

The Farm Equipment Manufacturers Association represents over 330 manufacturers of specialized farm
equipment, in addition to over 360 firms supplying goods, services, and marketing to our member
companies. Our manufacturers are not giant, multi-national tractor manufacturers, but are mainly privately
held, small, family run businesses; 32 of which are located in the state of Wisconsin. 

After reviewing the Study's original purpose — to research alternatives limiting the damage to rural roads
from overloaded trucks and trailers carrying animal waste, largely occurring during seasons when the
roadbed is at its weakest level — we now find it difficult to understand how the expanded Phase II portion of
the study, which includes nearly all categories of agricultural equipment, specifically relates to the original
issue being researched. That said, if Phase II is allowed to progress as it currently stands, we believe the
burden will be unfairly placed on Wisconsin farmers, ranchers, dairymen, equipment dealers, and equipment
manufacturers. 

To my knowledge, not a single representative from our Association, or any of our Wisconsin members, were
asked to actively participate in this impactful Study. After reading Phase II of the report, I believe the lack of
input from small manufacturers and their dealers, has resulted in a very flawed proposal. If the result of the
Study limits our members’ ability to design, manufacture and transport modern and efficient equipment from
their manufacturing facilities to Wisconsin dealerships, and the dealers' ability to deliver new equipment to
Wisconsin farmers, everyone, including the consumer, is harmed. 

The Group's rapid change of focus and lack of transparency when widening its scope, greatly limited our
ability to not only inform our members about this topic, but more importantly, it did not allow us to seek
feedback from our members, which in turn could have provided useful information for the Study analysis. 

We urge you and the Wisconsin Department of Transportation to carefully consider the negative effect new
regulations resulting from the flawed findings of Phase II will have on all parties involved before making any
final recommendations to your state legislature. In moving forward, we remain eager to offer assistance in
finding solutions to these important issues. 

Best Regards, 

Vernon F. Schmidt 
Executive Vice President 
Farm Equipment Manufacturers Association 
1000 Executive Parkway Suite 100 
St. Louis, MO 63141-6369 
314-878-2304
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28.

I am a farmer and town board chairman. I feel it is necessary to do more studies on the effects of large
manure tankers and in the meantime to allow them on town roads with still possible limits on their use of
town bridges, as long as the farmers are informed that they may be responsible for damages. The farmers do
not need a law enforcement officer chasing them down town, county or state roads when they have a
nutrient management plan that requires them to apply manure on fields that are away from their farmstead.

29.

1) If the additional 15% weight is granted for IOH's, please keep in mind that there are NUMEROUS farms
and custom operations that use semi trucks for hauling manure and forage from field to farm and vise versa.
In many cases, these vehicles are required to be licensed and technically not IOH's....but it is imperative that
these 5 axle semi's hauling forage and manure be granted the additional 15% allowance. I would say that
well over 50% of all the manure and forage that is moved between field and farm in Wisconsin is handled by
5 axle semis....licensed or not. 

2) I realize the Study Group did not consider this issue but it is important to allow Custom Operators the
same considerations as "farmers" when it comes to licensing, CDL requirements, taxable fuel, etc. As it
stands now, Custom Operators are treated more like over-the-road trucking companies than farmers. Yet
drivers of "farmer" semi trucks are essentially treated the same as drivers of most Implements of
Husbandry. This inequity in the rules provides a competitive disadvantage to the custom operator and his/her
farmer customers, while giving an advantage to the larger farms whose operation allows the purchase of
semi trucks. Essentially the farms that purchase and operate their own trucks can operate them cheaper (no
CDL requirements, no drug testing, no road tax, no licensing, etc.) than the farm whose operation either
chooses or is required to hire a custom operator. In addition, there is a very "grey" area when a custom
operator also operates a farm. Many of those "custom operators" that work for hire just simply don't follow
the above mentioned requirements because they also operate their own farming land. In conclusion, Custom
Operators and "Farmers" should be treated the same when they are doing the EXACT same work. The
"farmer" with his own trucks is hauling his own silage and manure, while the custom operator is hauling
silage and manure FOR a "farmer".

30.

Whatever laws/rules you make, be sure they apply to everyone, including townships, county, state, and
federal employees and vehicles. (including military, and snowplows, trucks, graders, load equipment..........) 

Be sure to advertise that people can not complain about the price of food!

31.

I am glad to see some help with this. As chairperson I have a hard time with grain truck, manure haulers,
and other commercial truck. A big problem is tractors pulling equipment enter and exit fields where ever it’s
convenient. I would like to see the farmer post roads on days they are traveling on it. We have some
dangers corners etc.., I am just waiting for a bad accident. We have trouble using the county/state law
enforcement officers responding to request. Thanks dorie
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IoH Presentation Questions 200 300 120 300 155 120

112 169 100 189 118 118

Overall % Madison % Stratford % Cashton % Green Bay % Chippewa Falls % Belmont %

1)  Farmer 45 55 43 43 42 35 54

2)  Highway Superintendent or Commissioner/Public Works 3 2 6 2 4 2 3

3)  Custom Operator 9 5 6 13 15 7 4

4)  Equipment Dealer 7 9 5 13 3 9 8

5)  Elected Official 25 15 27 17 30 36 19

6)  Citizen 4 2 5 4 2 4 5

7)  Agri-Business 7 12 8 8 4 7 7

Response Rate 80 79 83 63 85 83 82

1)  Northwest 26 N/A 24 11 2 98 0

2)  North Central 27 N/A 75 7 20 1 1

3)  Northeast 19 N/A 0 2 76 0 0

4)  Southeast 26 N/A 0 71 2 0 96

5)  Southwest 2 N/A 1 9 0 1 3

Response Rate 65 N/A 86 56 69 73 84

1)  No Limit 36 40 27 40 38 28 49

2)  8 Feet 6 Inches 10 6 16 8 7 19 4

3)  12 Feet 39 35 46 34 35 44 35

4)  15 Feet 15 19 11 18 20 9 12

Response Rate 92 96 95 86 88 95 96

1)  10,000 lbs. 8 4 8 11 8 14 5

2)  20,000 lbs. 57 65 71 59 47 58 43

3)  30,000 lbs. 13 14 11 15 9 15 18

4)  No Limit 22 17 10 15 36 13 34

Response Rate 91 98 95 81 86 95 94

1)  25,000 lbs. 1 0 1 N/A 1 1 0

2)  50,000 lbs. 4 9 3 N/A 3 3 4

3)  80,000 lbs. 80 74 89 N/A 78 85 71

4)  100,000 lbs. 7 8 3 N/A 8 8 9

5)  No Limit 8 9 4 N/A 10 3 16

Response Rate 83 96 97 N/A 89 96 97

A)  Yes 49 55 48 48 45 57 46

B)  No 51 45 52 52 55 43 54

Response Rate 90 97 96 75 87 91 95

1)  Zero (0) 27 18 30 42 24 33 22

2)  One to Three (1 to 3) 33 36 37 30 36 19 34

3)  Four to Five (4 to 5) 15 21 14 11 18 13 11

4)  More than Five (5+) 25 25 19 17 22 35 33

Response Rate 78 88 80 64 72 76 86

7. How many pieces of your equipment exceed the proposed size and weight limits? 

Implements of Husbandry - Presentation Survey Results (One-Page-Overview)

Total Presentation Surveys:  806 Total Town Hall Attendees:  1,205

1.  How do you describe yourself?  (Please check the one option that describes you)

2.  What area of the state are you from? 

3.  What is the maximum width of a farm tractor operating on a non-Interstate highway? 

4.   What is the maximum per axle weight limit for IoH? 

5.  What is the gross vehicle limit for IoH? 

6.  Do you know the gross vehicle weight of the largest piece of equipment that you use on the road? 

Total Participants:

Total Attendees:

Confidence Level:  99% - Confidence Interval:  +/- 5% - Population:  76,800 - Sample:  660
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Appendix B: Letter and Email Feedback 























































































































































































      
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Implements of Husbandry Study 
Phase II Addendum Report to the Secretary of the Wisconsin Department of Transportation 

Website:  http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/business/ag/index.htm 

Contact:  IoHStudyFeedback@dot.wi.gov  

Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
Hill Farms State Transportation Building 

4802 Sheboygan Ave. 
P.O. Box 7910 

Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7910 
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